
PHD 
RESEARCH
METHODS
TOOLKIT

Develop interpretive 
tools specific to your 
discipline

Understand and critique a 
diverse range of research 
methods

Understand how 
advanced methods can 
inform and shape 
disciplinary excellence

Identify theoretical and 
methodological 
frameworks specific to 
your research

Articulate the 
complexities of research 
ethics in scholarship
 
Critique and evaluate 
your research area

Develop interview skills & 
evidence-based 
articulation of experience 
and presentation

Identify and understand 
experimental design and 
analysis

How to identify impact 
and intellectual property

LAUNCHING 
YOUR
RESEARCH 
CAREER

Evaluate the strengths 
and weaknesses of 
research proposals

Build confidence in your 
research future with a 
PhD application and 
professional 
development

Preparing Abstracts for 
Conferences

Optimising Conference 
Presentations for 
Maximal Impact

Defending your research

How to Network and 
Collaborate

Preparation and 
submission of research 
papers

Understanding the 
funding landscape

How to tackle 
multi-disciplinary 
research challenges

ACADEMIC 
WRITING &
CRITICAL 
REVIEW
TOOLKIT

Understand the 
framework for academic 
English

Develop ‘write for the 
reader skills’

Construct academic 
arguments and use formal 
academic style

Embed the continuous 
processes of drafting, 
editing and revision

Identify plagiarism with 
strategies to avoid it

Draft, edit and revise your 
academic writing

Present in an academic 
setting

Critique and evaluate 
your research area

Develop interview skills & 
evidence-based 
articulation of experience 
and presentation

Develop a PhD proposal 
with personalised 
feedback and tutoring

PERSONAL &
PROFESSIONAL
SKILLS WITH
DEVELOPMENT
TOOLKIT

Understand leadership 
practices
 
Apply leadership to your 
discipline

Create a personal 
development plan

Link theory and practice

Solve problems and  
make decisions

Develop independent and 
collaborative skills

Develop primary and 
secondary research 
questions

Manage projects, in 
preparation for running
your PhD

Develop intrinsic 
motivation

PRE PHD & MENTORING PROGRAMME

Kickstart your research career with Queen’s 
Graduate School, where Thinkers, Leaders, 
Communicators and Innovators who are 
Future-Ready are nurtured.

Congratulations on taking the first steps 
towards your research career. This programme is 
designed to support you as you launch your 
research career with a bespoke package of 
training designed to prepare you for a PhD and 
beyond. Through the Graduate School, we will 
take you on a journey of personal and research 
discovery that will leave you equipped with the 
skills and tools to become the next generation 
of researchers. 

You’ll build a network of peers and before you 
join us in person in Belfast, you will have 
benefited from expert mentoring, one to one 
research guidance and access to an array of 
resources to support you. 

By the end of the programme you can expect to 
have a research proposal ready to submit for the 
next stage of your career. 

We look forward to meeting you at the 
Graduate School, the gateway to your 
postgraduate journey and to your future 
success!

THE PROGRAMME 

The programme is planned over a 16 week 
period and is ideally suited to those wishing 
to undertake a PhD. This programme will be 
delivered in a connected learning format by 
the Queen’s Graduate School with cohort 
specific programmes as requested.

CONTACT US

For Further Details Please Contact the 
Postgraduate Research Solutions Centre
PGRSC@qub.ac.uk

qub.ac.uk/graduate-school


