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Welcome
We are here to help you increase your employability by 
developing the skills and experience needed to stand out in 
the job market.

Our friendly and professional teams can provide 
support and guidance in the following ways:

• Careers helps you explore career options, 
develop and market your skills to employers 
and offers tailored one-to-one advice 
and coaching 

• Placements helps you find, apply for and 
make the most of, industry placements

• Modern Languages offers you the chance to 
learn one of nine foreign languages for free

• Innovation and Entrepreneurs’ Hub 
advises and supports prospective student 
entrepreneurs looking to develop their 
business ideas 

• Brunel Volunteers – helps you to engage 
with volunteering activities on campus 
and with charity organisations within the 
local community.

• Job Shop helps you find part-time work 
during your studies 

You can find out more information about all 
our services and how they can help you in 
this booklet.

To ensure we can support you as much as 
possible, we have continued to build on our 
services and we are pleased to be able to offer 
a one year placement option on every course. 
A placement offers you a chance to undertake 
professional work experience and develop 
your employability skills, it may also lead to a 

graduate job offer. Students that undertake 
a placement year are up to twice as likely to 
secure a graduate level job after they complete 
their studies.

There are also a number of exciting initiatives 
you can take part in to complement your 
studies, including Brunel+ which recognises 
extra-curricular activities, READY Programme 
which helps you develop transferable project 
skills and the Brunel Summer Internship 
Scheme (BSIP), which helps you secure work 
experience over the summer. 

We run a comprehensive programme of events 
throughout the year which range from skills 
development to networking and social events. 
You’ll find details on our website and social 
media channels.

We wish you all a rewarding experience here, 
and encourage you to take advantage of the 
help and support available to prepare you for 
your future career.

Jonathan Bainbridge 
Director, Professional Development Centre

Engineering PhD student Hassan Ahmad and product design 
graduate Lauren Bell won a total of £40,000 in the Mayor of London’s 
Entrepreneur Competition 2019 to develop their business products.

Brunel was ranked as ‘Top Rated’ for its students’ ‘Job Readiness’ 
Which Student Survey, 2018
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Job Shop
Over 1,000 students worked whilst  they studied this year

What we do
The Job Shop is here on campus to help you 
find work while you study. 

Whether you’re looking for roles to earn some 
extra money, gain relevant work experience, or 
meet new people outside of your course there 
are plenty of general work or more course-
specific opportunities to choose from.

On-campus roles
We advertise a range of part-time roles 
from Student Ambassador positions and 
Student Research assistannts to hospitality, 
administrative roles and library assistants.

If you’re looking for a part-time role on campus, 
find out what you need to know, and register by 
visiting brunel.ac.uk/jobshop.

Student employment
Our website is a great place to visit if you’ve 
got any questions about student employment. 
From your rights when working, to work-
study balance, we’ve got information on a 
whole range of topics to support you. We can 
also point you towards the wealth of support 
resources available for advice on writing your 
CV and cover letter in the PDC. 

If you’re looking for a part time role in the 
local area please visit our job board via 
brunel.ac.uk/pdc.
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Modern Languages
500 students boosted their employability and international careers through our free 
language courses this year 

Why learn a language
Learning a language is an excellent way to 
stand out in the international job market and 
equip yourself with the skills to undertake 
a placement, exchange and internship 
opportunities abroad. Developing your language 
skills can help to improve your memory, and our 
courses will allow you to be more creative and 
meet new people.

What we do
We offer our students and graduates free 
languages courses as an evening class.

Our highly qualified and experienced lecturers 
will help you develop your listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills in a fun and 
stimulating learning environment.

Languages on offer
You can choose from nine languages: Arabic, 
Brazilian Portuguese, French, German, Italian, 
Japanese, Mandarin, Russian and Spanish.

Our courses
We offer courses at a range of levels, so whether 
you’re looking for beginner, intermediate or 
advanced level courses, we have classes for you.

Courses consist of 20 two-hour weekly sessions 
in 10-week blocks over two terms, and you’ll 
have the opportunity to receive a certificate 
of achievement mapped on to the Common 
European Framework for Languages, by 
completing a coursework portfolio and final test. 

Student Teaching Assistants
If you already speak one of the languages 
we teach and are interested in helping others 
learn the language, you can get involved by 
volunteering as a Student Teaching Assistant.

For more information visit  
brunel.ac.uk/services/pdc/modern-languages 
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Placements
800 students secured work placements in London, across the UK and overseas this year

What we do
The placements team are here to help you 
identify and apply for the right placement 
for you. 

Our expert Placement and Internship Advisers 
will help you secure a placement through our 
well-established connections in the public and 
private sector, in a wide range of organisations. 

From writing targeted cover letters and helping 
you with your application to running a mock 
interview, our advisers will help you every step 
of the way to make sure you’re fully prepared to 
apply, and make the most of your placement.

Why do a placement
Placements are a fantastic way to increase your 
knowledge and develop key skills which will 
enhance your employability and help you stand 
out in the job market. 

Completing a placement allows you to 
build useful contacts and develop a better 
understanding of your chosen industry as well 
as earning some extra money while you study.

Students who complete a placement 
achieve higher degree classification, better 
career outcomes and significantly higher 
graduate salaries.

We have excellent industry links, and have 
placed our students with lots of top employers, 
including: Bentley Motors, BMW Group, Cisco, 
GlaxoSmithKine, Goldman Sachs, IBM, Lego, 
Microsoft, NHS, Robert Bosch and The Walt 
Disney Company.

How placements 
at Brunel work
Placements at Brunel can last up to one year (a 
thick sandwich) or two separate periods of up to 
six months (a thin sandwich) in the third year of 
a four-year degree programme.

We now offer placement options on all of our 
courses, so whatever course you’re studying 
you’ll be able to find a relevant placement 
for you.

Grants for placements abroad
If your work placement is in Europe you may be 
eligible for an Erasmus grant. You can find out 
more on our website by searching for ‘study 

Search for your perfect placement by visiting 
brunel.ac.uk/pdc/placements

I really enjoyed my placement

with Microsoft. I was able

to further my analytical

and logical skills as well as

develop skills in building client

relationships and team work.
Miranda Wood, Mathematics Graduate 2018

Brunel are among the top 10 UK universities for ‘boosting 
graduate salaries’ The Economist, 2017
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Careers
5000 students benefited from our service to get ready for work this year 

What we do
Our team of subject-specific Careers 
Consultants use their industry insight and 
experience to help you explore your career 
options, develop industry contacts, market 
yourself to employers and advise you on the 
best ways to enhance your employability.

We have a large range of career development 
information and videos online and on our 
YouTube channel featuring expert advice from 
our consultants to support you with any type 
of job application to help your reach your 
dream role. 

The careers team are here to offer you support 
and guidance throughout your time at Brunel 
and for three years after you have graduated.

CV checks
Having a great CV is a key way to impress 
employers and stand out in the job market. We 
offer one-to-one CV help to help make sure you 
have a clear concise layout, and a well-written 
targeted CV.

Interview support
Interviews and assessment centres can be 
difficult to master, so our careers team are 
here to help you prepare. We have the latest 
technology for online interview practice, we 
run psychometric tests, group exercises and 
mock interviews with top employers to give the 
opportunity to practise your skills. 

Networking and Events
Networking is a key part of the careers process, 
so we run a number of events throughout 
the year. From recruitment fairs to employer 
pop-ups and presentations, there are a number 
of opportunities to meet potential employers 
on campus and find out about the job market 
first hand.

Begin developing your career by visiting 
brunel.ac.uk/pdc/careers

brunel.ac.uk/pdc 1110 Professional Development Centre



Innovation and  
Entrepreneurs’ Hub
Our students won a combined total of £100,000 in entrepreneurial competitions 
this year 

What we do
We offer free support to students and alumni 
interested in entrepreneurship and freelancing 
to help set up and run their own business.

One-to-one Business 
Consultations
We offer free one-to-one business start-up 
advice and support to all our students and 
graduates by booking an appointment with one 
of our Entrepreneurship Consultants.

Contact us at hub@brunel.ac.uk

Freelancing Support
Entrepreneurship isn’t just about starting a 
business. Have you ever thought about making 
money from your skills and working as a 
freelancer? The Innovation Hub’s partnership 
with the Association of Independent 
Professionals and the Self-Employed (IPSE), 
provides access to a wide range of advice and 
support. With an IPSE membership, you will 
have access to a network of events, freelancers 
and independent professionals across the UK in 
addition to support from The Innovation Hub. 

Business Workshops 
and Events
Our Business Training Workshops equip you 
with the skills and knowledge you need to 
launch your start-up journey. Consider your 
business model, project management, financing 
options and be inspired by our successful 
Brunel Entrepreneurs. 

Professional advice
Need some professional Finance, Intellectual 
Property or Marketing advice? The Innovation 
Hub organises free support from expert 
professionals to provide entrepreneurial 
students with guidance and advice to develop 
their business ideas. 

Brunel Venture Competition
Could £10,000 take your business idea to the 
next level? If so, enter the annual Venture 
Competition to win a share of £10,000 open 
to all students and recent graduates! Network 
with like minded individuals and develop your 
business model and pitching skills through our 
Venture Competition workshop series. 

For more information on how we can support 
you and your business idea or freelance work 
visit brunel.ac.uk/pdc/innovation-hub 

The Innovation and Entrepreneurs’ hub is 

fantastic at helping you cultivate your ideas, 

they provide the direction and skills you need to 

flourish as you start your business journey.
Thomas Fudge, PhD student and founder of WASE
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Brunel Volunteers
670 students gave over 17,000 hours to the local community and charities this year

What we do
Brunel Volunteers help you to find the perfect 
volunteering opportunities whilst at Brunel. We 
have something to suit everyone’s interests and 
availability, both on and off campus.

Why volunteer?
Volunteering is the perfect opportunity to gain 
employability skills, get involved with the local 
community, make new friends and get settled 
into university life.

Opportunities
We offer a varied range of roles from on or off 
campus, one-off or long-term opportunities. We 
provide options from working with children, the 
environment or in the arts. 

For more information visit 
brunel.ac.uk/volunteers 

Brunel Buddies Scheme
The Brunel Buddies scheme aims to support you 
through your first weeks at Brunel. Buddies are 
trained Brunel students who use their personal 
experience of being a new student to answer 
any questions you may have, as well as sign 
posting you to all the different services available 
to you at Brunel. 

Find more information visit 
buddies.brunel.ac.uk
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Our programmes 
1,200 students developed their professional, creative and social skills through extra 
curricular activities this year

Brunel+ 
The Brunel+ award is a fantastic way to receive 
recognition for the extra-curricular activities 
you participate in during your time at university. 
It’s a great way to stand out from the crowd 
and show employers what a well-rounded 
candidate you are. Simply take part in activities, 
among many others such as volunteering, sport, 
leadership roles, societies or writing for the 
student paper and record them to earn points. 
Collect enough points to receive Bronze+, 
Silver+ and Gold+ Awards at the end of the 
academic year. 

READY programme 
Reach Every Ambition by Developing Yourself 
with our programme exclusively for first year 
undergrads. The READY programme gives 
you the chance to work with fellow students 
on a variety of projects to hone your team 
building and communication skills. You’ll take 
part in ten evening sessions once a week, and 
the winning teams compete in the final big 
prize-giving event.

Brunel Professional 
Mentoring Programme 
Our Mentoring Programme matches UK and 
EU second and third year undergraduate 
students from backgrounds underrepresented in 
universities with an experienced professional to 
act as your mentor. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to find out more 
about an industry from someone with first-hand 
experience and links to other occupations. The 
programme runs for six months and you will 
have monthly meetings with your mentor in 
their workplace. There is also an opportunity 
to have an e-mentor who will work with you by 
email, phone and Skype. 

Both the face-to-face and the e-mentoring 
strands of our Professional Mentoring 
programme provide our target students with the 
opportunity to practice interview skills.

You have the opportunity to take part in a mock 
panel interview, experience a real assessment 
centre, develop goal setting and action planning 
skills to help you secure the right placements, 
internships, and ultimately, a graduate job. 

Brunel Summer  
Internship Scheme 
We offer our first year students from a Widening 
Participation background the opportunity to 
undertake 280 hours of paid work experience 
over the summer. This is a fantastic way to 
improve your employability by developing your 
skills and knowledge, whilst gaining excellent 
experience to add to your CV. It’s also a great 
addition to your HEAR report, which records 
your achievements throughout your time at 
university. Build on your knowledge of the 
graduate recruitment process by applying 
for an internship and develop your industry 
understanding whilst making valuable contacts, 
including potential future employers. 

For more information on all our programmes 
visit brunel.ac.uk/pdc/programmes
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Contact the Professional 
Development Centre
1st Floor, Bannerman Centre
Careers
+44 (0)1895 266 840  
careers@brunel.ac.uk

Placements
+44 (0)1895 266 841  
placements@brunel.ac.uk

Innovation Hub

+44 (0)1895 267 423  
hub@brunel.ac.uk

Hamilton Centre
Brunel Volunteers
+44 (0)895 265 988 
brunelvolunteers@brunel.ac.uk

Job Shop
+44 (0)1895 265 759  
jobshop@brunel.ac.uk  

1st Floor, Russell Building
Modern Languages
+44 (0)1895 265 531  
languagecentre@brunel.ac.uk

Follow us

 /BrunelPDC 

 @BrunelPDC

 @Brunel_pdc

 Brunel PDC

My degree in computer science helped me

develop my understanding in programming, 

artificial intelligence and networking. These are all 

the fundamental skills I needed to land my dream 

role as a software engineer at the BBC.
Zephaniah Flynn, Computer Science Graduate 2016
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Brunel University London 
Kingston Lane, Uxbridge 

Middlesex, UB8 3PH

brunel.ac.uk/pdc 
#DiscoverBrunel

 /BrunelPDC   @BrunelPDC  @Brunel_pdc   Brunel PDC

DPS_6115 0619


