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The International Foundation Group offers an exciting range of programmes to help 
international students achieve their dream of studying at a high ranking university in the 
UK.

We have excellent progression routes to leading universities and guarantee that so long 
as students pass the course and achieve the required English language level, they will 
receive offers of places at UK universities.
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Your first step to a British education…..
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WHO ARE WE? OUR COURSES

IFG works with leading UK universities and 
partner institutions to enhance academic and 
career opportunities for international 
students.

All members of our team have many years’ 
experience of teaching students from 
overseas and our small class sizes allow us to 
give individual attention to each and 
every student and to ensure that their 
progress with us is as smooth as possible.

Selecting the right place to study for your 
degree can be confusing with so many 
different places to choose from, but our one 
to one assistance together with talks from 
representatives of different universities will 
help you to make the right choice.

We use our global outreach to attract 
students from a wide variety of countries and 
we look forward to welcoming you into our 
community.

IFG offers a range of courses providing pathways into 
leading UK universities. They all combine modules 
advancing your knowledge with a focus on the key study 
skills which you will need when you start your studies at 
undergraduate or postgraduate level. We don’t just want 
you to get into a good university but also to flourish when 
you are there. 

We offer three different Foundation programmes in 
Business, Social Sciences and Engineering and also a 
Pre-Masters in Business Management. There is a strong 
emphasis on helping students to select and apply theories 
and concepts to practical contexts and to develop their 
ability to analyse and present balanced arguments.

The courses include language based modules to improve 
your skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening. For 
those who do not have a sufficient level of English to start 
the programme, we offer pre-sessional English language 
courses.
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FOUNDATION IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

This course is specifically designed for High School 
students who wish to progress onto undergraduate 
courses in the UK to study on business related 
programmes. 

There is a strong emphasis on developing learning 
skills and approaches in preparation for higher 
education in the UK. Students who graduate from our 
programme are well equipped to face the challenge of 
studying at university level.

The course is taught over one academic year. In the 
first part, there is a focus on improving academic and 
language skills as well as a module which introduces 
students to basic statistical concepts which are so 
important for most undergraduate level studies 
related to business.

In the second and third parts of the course, the main 
focus is on the three depth modules of business 
studies, accounting, and economics.

Business Studies introduces students to the ways in 
which business organisations of all types function. It 
examines the global environment in which businesses 
operate and how they can respond to external factors. 
While the principal aim of the course is to prepare 
students for degree programmes in business and 

management related programmes, there is a strong 
practical element to the course allowing theories to be 
applied to practical situations. The coursework 
element of the assessment allows students to trace the 
different stages of starting a business and appreciating 
the internal and external challenges which businesses 
encounter.

An understanding of the basic concepts of financial 
and managerial accounting is valuable as a way of 
understanding how businesses work in general. The 
Accounting module gives students an introduction to 
basic accounting principles, and helps them to apply 
these principles in different situations.

The third depth module, Economics, combines a study 
of micro and macro content in exploring a range of 
economic issues drawn from national and 
international contexts. It promotes an understanding 
of economic concepts and theories through a critical 
consideration of current economic issues, problems 
and institutions that affect everyday life.

Entry Requirements
These vary from one country to another but we are 
looking for good High School grades plus an English 
language level equivalent to 5.0 in IELTS.
For students who do not have this level of English, 
Pre-Sessional courses are available. 

Intake Dates
September and January

Core modules
Study Skills, Statistics for Business, Communication 
Skills, Business English and Academic English

Depth modules
Business Studies, Economics and Accounting

Business Management introduces students to the ways in which business organisations 
of all types function. It examines the global environment in which businesses operate and 
how they can respond to external factors. 

UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION PROGRAMME 
IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
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FOUNDATION IN ENGINEERING

There is a strong emphasis on developing the learning 
skills required for studies at higher education level in 
the UK. Teaching of the three depth modules – Physics, 
Mathematics, and Chemistry – encourages students to 
evaluate and apply information, and to develop the 
problem solving skills required at undergraduate level. 
In Physics and Chemistry, students also develop skills 
in planning, executing, and analysing practical 
investigations.

The Physics component of the programme is divided
 into Core and Further Physics. The aim of these 
modules is to develop knowledge and understanding 
as well as an appreciation of the applications of 
physics and their importance to different fields of 
human activity. In the Further Physics modules, there is 
also an emphasis on the development of skills in 
designing and executing experiments.

Core Chemistry introduces students to the 
fundamentals of physical, organic and inorganic 
chemistry. Students start with atomic structure and the 
arrangement of electrons in an atom. They also learn 
how to calculate amounts of substances and how to 
write formulae and balance equations. The main types 
of chemical bonding and structures are also studied as 
well as other topics in organic and inorganic chemistry.

In the second and third terms, students build on the 
knowledge already obtained and gain a deeper 
understanding of the topics studied. They focus on 
energetics, rates of reaction and equilibria, performing 
multi step calculations in each case. They also study 
more organic chemistry and gain an understanding 
of additional functional groups of aromatic molecules. 
Students also develop their skills in planning and 
carrying out practical investigations.

Core Mathematics is designed to ensure that all 
students have an appropriate level of mathematical 
knowledge and competence in order to progress on to 
undergraduate studies in a range of subjects. For 
engineering students it provides the foundation for 
further studies in terms two and three. It is based on A 
Level Core Mathematics modules, C1 and C2.

In the second and third terms the course develops the 
themes covered in the Core Mathematics module as 
well as introducing topics in Mechanics. The syllabus 
is predominantly based on C3, C4, and M1 from the A 
level Maths syllabus.

Entry Requirements
These vary from one country to another but we are 
looking for good High School grades plus an English 
language level equivalent to 5.0 in IELTS. 
For students who do not have this level of English, 
Pre-Sessional courses are available. 

Intake Dates
September and January

Core modules:
Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Study Skills, 
Communication Skills and Academic English.

Depth modules:
Further Maths, Further Physics and Further Chemistry

This course is designed for students who wish to progress onto undergraduate engineering 
courses at UK universities. It provides a foundation for all main areas of engineering 
including civil, mechanical, electrical and electronic, chemical and petroleum.

UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION PROGRAMME 
IN ENGINEERING
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FOUNDATION IN SOCIAL SCIENCES

Teaching of the three specialist modules – Politics, Law, 
and Economics – encourages students to evaluate and 
analyse information, construct balanced arguments, 
and  apply theories and concepts to current political, 
legal and economic issues. Students should progress 
to their university studies not only with a good 
background knowledge but also with the confidence 
to cope with the style of teaching and learning which 
they will encounter.

In Law, students are given an understanding of the 
English legal system and processes, and develop skills 
in applying legal rules and principles to specific cases. 
The first term gives students a firm foundation in law 
making and interpretation, court systems, negligence, 
and contract law. In the second term, students develop 
a more detailed understanding of criminal law and 
explore issues of morality, justice, and judicial 
creativity. There is a strong emphasis on evaluating 
information and knowledge, and developing the 
ability to construct logical, coherent and balanced 
arguments.

Government & Politics introduces students to political 
systems and processes in the UK. It looks at the 
relationship between the legislature and executive 
and encourages an evaluation of where power lies 
within the UK system. It also examines representative 

processes and institutions and questions the strengths 
and weaknesses of democracy in the UK. There is a 
strong emphasis on applying knowledge to 
contemporary politics such as the General Election in 
2015 and the 2016 referendum on the UK’s 
membership of the European Union.

It also examines political institutions and processes in 
the USA and again challenges students to evaluate and 
analyse how successfully power is dispersed within the 
political system. Students develop skills in comparing 
political systems and institutions in the UK and USA 
and reaching judgements on the similarities and 
differences between them. 

The Economics module combines a study of micro 
and macro content in exploring a range of economic 
issues drawn from national and international contexts. 
It promotes an understanding of economic concepts 
and theories through a critical consideration of current 
economic issues, problems and institutions that affect 
everyday life. 

Entry Requirements
These vary from one country to another but we are 
looking for good High School grades plus an English 
language level equivalent to 5.5 in IELTS. 
For students who do not have this level of English, 
Pre-Sessional courses are available. 

Intake Dates
September and January

Core modules
Study Skills, Statistics for Business, Communication 
Skills, Themes in Social Sciences and Academic English 

Depth modules
Law, Economics and Government & Politics

This course is intended for students wishing to progress onto degree courses in a range 
of social science subjects including Law, Politics, International Relations, Economics and 
related subjects. 

UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION PROGRAMME 
IN SOCIAL SCIENCES
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PRE-MASTERS IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

This is a full time course taught over one 
academic year focusing on different aspects of 
business including marketing, human resources, 
management strategy, financial strategy and financial 
markets.

It is a skills based course with a strong emphasis on 
evaluation, analysis and application of theories and 
concepts to the real world of business. In the first term, 
students take modules to develop quantitative and 
qualitative research methods preparing them for the 
project in the third term which puts the skills learnt 
into practice. They also study business 
communications and improve their approach to 
different business contexts such as delivering effective 
presentations and making a good impression at 
interviews.

We appreciate that for students whose first language 
is not English, achieving the necessary IELTS score to 
meet university entry requirements is a daunting 
prospect. On our programme, you will receive six hours 
tuition of Academic English per week throughout the 
course specifically focused on the IELTS test. In 
addition, the Business English module helps to 
broaden knowledge of business related terminology.

A key part of the course is the individual assistance 
which you will receive in choosing the right university 
for your postgraduate studies and in all aspects of the 
application process.

The course will not only enhance your chances of 
securing a place at a good university but will also give 
you a strong foundation for success once you get there.

Entry Requirements
Students will normally have successfully completed 
a degree. Some diplomas at higher education level 
might also meet the entry requirements.

Students must have an English language level 
equivalent to 5.5 IELTS with minimum of 5.5 in all parts 
of the test.

Satisfactory reference

For students who do not have this level of English, 
Pre-Sessional courses are available.

Intake Dates
September and January

Core modules
Quantitative Research Methods, Study Skills, Business 
Communications, Business English and Academic 
English

Depth modules
Strategic Marketing Management, Strategic Human 
Resource Management, International Management 
Strategy, Financial Strategy, Financial Markets and 
Project

Our Pre-Masters Programme in Business Management is designed for graduates wanting 
to progress onto a Master’s degree in the UK.

PRE-MASTERS IN 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
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TEACHER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

This six day course offers teachers the opportunity to 
experience new methodologies, enhance their skills 
and share experiences and good practice with each 
other.

The sessions are led by experienced teachers but 
equally important is the interactive nature of the 
course – inspiration is just as likely to come from fellow 
participants as from professional speakers and 
lecturers.

The course covers the following aspects of 
creative teaching:

• Education – a creative art
• The Teacher – the interactive artist
• The Teacher – the interactive manager
• The Lesson – with interactive engagement
• The Building Blocks – English engagement
• Using the Building Blocks – with interactive 
engagement
• The English Language Structure – with interactive 
engagement
• Making the Structure Understandable – with 
interactive engagement
• Special Interest Focus – with interactive engagement
• Practice Teaching – revision and being the artist

• Diploma Awards

While the teaching of English forms the working base 
for the week’s journey, the adaptable methodologies 
and techniques also apply to most class/lecture room-
based subjects. Group exercises will allow attendees to 
focus on their subject (if not English).

Length of course
6 days (40 hours)

Just as education is a lifelong process so our development as teachers continues long 
after formal training has finished.

TEACHER DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME



GENERAL ENGLISH

IFG offers a range of general and more specialist English 
Language courses which can be taken separately or as part of 
a combined programme.

Whether you want to improve your IELTS grade or improve 
your communication skills for business purposes, our 
qualified and experienced teachers will help you to make 
the most of your time with us.  Teaching takes place in small 
groups which means that tutors can focus more easily on the 
specific needs of individual students. It is also possible to 
combine group lessons with one-to-one sessions.

After an initial assessment, you will discuss your own 
individual study plan with one of our tutors and, as your 
course continues, regular assessments will show the progress 
you are making and highlight any weaknesses which need to 
be worked on.

Courses Offered:

• General English (15 hours per week)
• IELTS preparation (10 hours per week)
• Executive English (for groups of six or more)
• Pre-sessional programme
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PRE-SESSIONAL ENGLISH

The main focus is on developing language skills in the 
four disciplines of reading, writing, speaking and 
listening. Teaching takes place in small groups and 
each student is assigned a personal tutor who will 
meet you at least once per week to discuss your 
progress.
 
Students will be taught different language techniques 
which include:
 
• improving grammatical skills;
• increasing range of general and specialised 
vocabulary;
• enhancing sentence and paragraph structure;
• improving reading skills and identifying key 
information and arguments;
• interpreting tables and graphs;
• tackling multiple choice questions;
• speaking in a coherent and logical manner.
 
The course also introduces students to the study skills 
needed when starting your main programmes with us. 
They include:
 
• note taking in lectures;
• writing summaries;
• writing extended pieces of work;
• making presentations.

The course is a great way to acclimatise to living and 
studying in the UK, learning about UK culture, places 
to go and see in London, how to make the best use 
of public transport and so on. It’s also good to make 
friends with fellow students before the main course 
begins.
 
We emphasise the importance of developing as an 
independent learner and your weekly individual 
tutorials will give you the opportunity to reflect on 
your own strengths and weaknesses as well as getting 
feedback from your tutor.
 
Students study for 23 hours per week and are also 
expected to complete homework assignments each 
day. Your determination to improve will be matched by 
our teachers’ commitment to giving you the best 
possible preparation for future studies.
 
Entry Requirements
 
Students will need to have an IELTS score of 4.0 in all 4 
parts of the test.

Our Foundation and Pre-Masters programmes include modules to improve your English 
language and study skills. However, for students who do not quite meet our English 
language requirements, and who want to increase their confidence about studying in the 
UK before the start of their main programme, we offer a twelve week pre-sessional course.

PRE-SESSIONAL ENGLISH



EXECUTIVE ENGLISH

In an increasingly competitive global market, the importance of 
developing language and business skills has never been greater. This 
course not only helps you to get the right job but also to make a success 
of it and enhance your career prospects. If you are an employer, sending 
your staff to a course like this can also enhance performance and help 
achieve organisational goals.

There is no better place than London to study this course and we take 
advantage of our location in one of the most famous business centres 
by incorporating visits to commercial and financial institutions and 
workshops with professionals in different types of organisations.

Class sizes are small with a maximum of eight learners, allowing tutors 
to focus on the particular needs of each member of the group. We can 
also arrange tutoring on a one-to-one basis.

By the end of the course, students should be able to:

• Understand the concepts of Face-to-Face Communication, including 
the importance of language, gestures, body language and cultural 
differences when communicating.
• Produce a range of letters; produce a fax; produce a memo; produce a 
report.
• Appreciate telephone tactics and techniques; speak with confidence 
on the telephone and understand telephone messages clearly.
• Prepare a professional curriculum vitae and letter of Application. 
Understand job advertisements.
• Recognise the purpose of interviews. Carry out interviews.  Understand 
different types of interviews.
• Consider the purpose and different types of meetings. Prepare for a 
meeting, including the agenda.  Understand the terminology of 
meetings, motions and resolutions.
• Prepare and deliver a speech or presentation with clarity and 
confidence.
• Produce an article; produce a press release.

Length of course
Two or four weeks – 25 hours per week.

Entry requirements
An English level of at least B1 on the CEFR. If you are not sure whether or 
not your language level is sufficient to benefit from the course, then we 
will be happy to advise you.



CAREER PREPARATION

A key element of our courses is to develop attributes, skills 
and knowledge to enhance student opportunities of 
securing rewarding and fulfilling jobs once they have 
graduated from university.

The courses develop many transferable and practical skills 
including:

• the ability to evaluate and apply knowledge and concepts;
• developing logical and balanced arguments;
• performing well in interviews;
• communicating in professional contexts;
• making effective presentations;
• improving Excel skills;
• writing a professional CV;
• understanding the challenges and advantages of working in 
a culturally diverse environment;
• developing a business plan.

There is a full programme of talks from representatives of 
different career areas such as banks, financial services, 
legal firms, accountancy, politics and different branches of 
engineering. In addition, regular visits are arranged to give 
students a greater insight into their intended career paths. 
These include trips to the Houses of Parliament, the Bank of 
England, the Royal Institution, the Royal Courts of Justice and 
specialised exhibitions and museums.



APPLICATION PROCESS

• Before you apply, we will be delighted to answer any 
queries which you may have. We can either direct you to one 
of our many representatives in different parts of the world or 
answer your questions directly.

• Once you have completed the application form and sent the 
requested documents, we will reply to you within three 
working days and, where possible, issue you with a 
conditional offer letter.

• Many students require a student visa to study in the UK. Our 
representatives will be very pleased to help you with this 
process, instructing you on which documents you need to 
prepare.

• We will also talk with you by Skype or in person. This will give 
you an opportunity to learn about the course in greater detail 
and to make sure that IFG is the right choice for you.

• After this, we will ask for a deposit towards tuition fees, this 
will be refunded, except for a small administration fee, should 
your visa application be rejected.

• Once we have all the necessary documents and you have 
met all the conditions, a Confirmation of Acceptance (CAS) 
will be issued and you can then apply for your visa if you need 
one. Before you arrive, we will help you to find suitable 
accommodation and send you further information about the 
course.

• When you have your visa, you should let us know straight 
away and tell us about your travel schedule. We can then 
confirm your accommodation and can also make 
arrangements to collect you from the airport ( the cost of this 
pick up service varies depending on which airport you fly to 
and where your accommodation is).



WHY CHOOSE US?
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Our progressions include:

University of 
East Anglia
ranked 18 in the Times and Sunday 
Times University Guide 2016 and 
within the world top 1% according 
to the QS World University 
Ranking. 

University of 
Essex
ranked 35 in the Times and Sunday 
Times University Rankings 2016 
and 2nd for student satisfaction 
in the National Student Survey of 
2015.

Kingston 
University 
situated on the banks of the 
River Thames in South West 
London, and seen as the safest of 
London universities - just twenty 
five minutes by train from the 
centre of London.

IFG courses are taught in the campuses of the European School of Economics. They are all 
superbly located and offer excellent learning environments. 

In London, we have a superb 
self-contained Georgian building 
in the heart of the West End just 

a five minute walk from Bond 
Street station.

In New York, the campus is in 
Trump Towers (although the 

connection with Donald Trump 
stops there!).

In Florence, the campus is 
equally impressive just a few 

steps from Ponte Vecchio.

PROGRESSION ROUTES

Our courses offer progression routes to a wide range of UK universities and we guarantee 
that so long as you pass the Foundation or Pre-Masters programmes and gain the 
necessary IELTS level, you will receive offers from universities in your subject area.

Our teaching centres:

• Direct progression routes to high ranked universities in the UK
• Magnificent campus in the heart of London
• Outstanding teaching in small class sizes
• Individual assistance in choosing and applying to UK universities
• Visits from UK university representatives
• Professional and friendly working environment
• Skills to help you thrive at university and enhance your career ambitions
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Student Support

Student Visa
If you are coming to study with us from outside the 
European Union or the European Economic Area you 
will probably need to apply for a visa. The UK has a 
long tradition of welcoming students from overseas 
and currently issues about 200,000 study visas each 
year.
 
There are different types of visas depending on your 
age and the length of your course. If you are 
applying for a course of less than six months (11 
months if it is an English language course) then you 
can apply for a short term student visa. If you are 
taking a longer course, then you will need to apply for 
a Tier 4 visa.
 
For short term student visas you will need to have an 
unconditional letter of acceptance and evidence of 
sufficient funds to pay for your course, 
accommodation, and other living costs while you are 
in the UK. For Tier 4 visas, you will, from most countries, 
need to show evidence that you have sufficient English 
language skills to complete the course. The level of 
English required will vary depending on the course.
 
More detailed information can be found on the UK 
Visas and Immigration website: https://www.gov.uk/
browse/visas-immigration/student-visas   and there is 
also lots of useful advice on the UK Council for 
International Student Affairs site: http://www.ukcisa.
org.uk/ . We are very happy to advise you in detail on 
all aspects of the visa application process, so do please 
get in touch at any time.

Accommodation
We appreciate the importance of living in comfortable 
and safe accommodation and help students to arrange 
this before they travel to the UK.

Many students enjoy living in student halls of 
residence where they have their own ensuite bedrooms 
and share the kitchen and living room with about six 
flatmates. We can arrange a room in one of these halls 
which has 24 hour security and is clean, modern, and 
only a short distance from the College.

Other students prefer to stay with a family. This is a 
good way to improve your English and understand 
better the lifestyle of people in London. It’s also ideal if 
you don’t like cooking!

Costs vary but staying in a student hall will cost about 
£200-£250 per week, and homestay accommodation 
will cost about £180 – £220 per week including food.

Studying and Living in London
London is one of the most exciting cities in the world 
and a wonderful place to start your studies in the UK. 
Ranked 3rd in the QS Best Student Cities Guide in 2015, 
London offers an endless variety of opportunities and 
attractions from its many world famous museums to its 
famous football clubs; from the shops in the West End 
to the numerous theatres and cinemas; from its wide 
open parks to its bustling markets. London has 
something for everyone.
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