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O R I E N T
Dean of Students Office 
950 Main Street
Worcester MA 01610-1477

508-793-7423
orientation@clarku.edu
clarku.edu

Dear Student,

Congratulations and welcome to our Clark community! The months of waiting and 
wondering where you will spend your next four years are over, and now you can begin 
planning your college career.

It’s natural to be both elated and anxious, to have mixed emotions about leaving home 
and embarking on your new life at Clark. All your classmates feel the same way—
wondering if they will succeed in their courses, make friends, adjust to campus life,  
and find people who will help them reach their academic and personal goals.

This booklet will answer many of your questions about life at Clark and help you  
prepare for your first semester. It describes what to expect during your first months 
here and gives some academic information so you can start mapping your educational 
journey (the 2016-17 academic catalog is available to you online at clarku.edu/catalog). 
Other questions you may have should be answered in the information we will send 
you in the next few weeks, including what you need to know about computers and 
technology at Clark. Your peer adviser will contact you during the summer to answer 
questions and give you that all-important student perspective.

As you read through this booklet, we encourage you to consider how you would like to 
design your years at Clark to be intellectually and personally rewarding. College is an 
exhilarating time when you can sharpen your mind, discover new interests, and explore 
new ideas. The fascinating people you meet here will expand your knowledge of the 
world in wonderful, unexpected ways. When you arrive, I know you will find a warm 
and receptive community that prizes academic rigor, engagement, and diversity of 
perspectives.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to email orientation@clarku.edu or call the 
Dean of Students Office at 508-793-7423, or the Office of Student Leadership and 
Programming at 508-793-7549. Should the arrival dates present any conflicts with your 
religious observances, let us know. We also will make every effort to provide appropriate 
services for students with physical or learning disabilities, special needs, or any other 
individual conditions or requirements.

I look forward to seeing you on campus soon.

 

Sincerely,

Francy Magee, Ed.D. 
Assistant Provost and 
Dean of Students



Yo u r  f u t u r e

We know you have many questions about what 
to expect of your future at Clark. This booklet will 
give you some answers, put your mind at ease and 
encourage you to explore new possibilities.

w H At  H A P P e N S  d u r i N G  w e e K  o N e ?

orientation for first-year students, called “week 
one,” takes place thursday, Aug. 25 through 
Sunday, Aug. 28, and is designed to help you 
through your transition to college life. 

During this time, you will meet classmates, faculty, 
LEEP and peer advisers, deans and directors of 
student affairs, the residential life staff, and many 
others in the Clark community. Formal and informal 
meetings, information sessions and social events will 
help you get acquainted with academic programs, 
student services and campus life.

e A r LY  o r i e N tAt i o N  P r o G r A M

Students who have sent in their documentation 
of disability and registered with the Student 
Accessibility Services have been invited to attend 
an early orientation program, which begins on 
Wednesday, Aug. 24 at 9 a.m. This one-day 
orientation allows for a quieter transition to campus 
life. If you’re participating, you will receive an email 
(at your Clark address) with the day’s schedule. 
Please check in and pick up your room key at the 
Higgins University Center Information Desk between 
9 a.m. and noon. If you arrive after noon, go to the 
Information Desk and ask to be connected to the 
orientation coordinator. (clarku.edu/early)

A C A d e M i C  C L A r K  e X C e L L e N C e  ( A C e ) 
S u M M e r  i N S t i t u t e  P r e - o r i e N tAt i o N

The Academic Clark Excellence (ACE) Summer 
Institute is a pre-orientation program for ALANA 
and first-generation college students. This living 
and learning program provides students the 
opportunity to take two college courses for partial 
credit, participate in a community service project, 
receive guidance from peer mentors and learn about 
various on- and off-campus resources. Students will 
receive more information about this program from 
the Academic Advancement Office. Check-in for 
those attending this pre-orientation program is on 
Monday, Aug. 8. (clarku.edu/welcome/ace)

C o N N e C t i o N S  @  C L A r K :  
A L A N A  S t u d e N t  P r e - o r i e N tAt i o N

The ALANA Student Pre-Orientation program, 
called Connections @ Clark, is designed to assist 
new first-year African-, Latino(a)-, Asian-, and 
Native American, Pacific Islander, and biracial 
and multiracial students in their cultural, social 
and academic adjustment to Clark University. The 
Connections @ Clark program will address issues 
such as culture, social life, campus employment, 
wellness and academic advising. More importantly, 
you will meet and network with Clark community 
members, including returning students, faculty, 
administrators and alumni. You will receive more 
information about this program from the Dean of 
Students Office. Check-in for those attending this 
pre-orientation is on Monday, Aug. 22.  
(clarku.edu/welcome/connections)

w e e K  o N e  A r r i vA L

Please plan to arrive on your assigned date between 
9 a.m. and noon. When you arrive, University staff 
will direct you and your family to where you can 
park and unload your belongings. Be sure to check 
in at the Kneller Athletic Center (Higgins University 
Center for transfer and commuter students) before 
you unpack your car to guarantee you have the 
right destination. University parking lots are located 
on Maywood, Downing, Beaver, Woodland and 
Charlotte streets. Limited on-street parking is also 
available. At your residence, you will be welcomed 
by upperclass students, alumni and Clark staff 
members, who will give you your room key and help 
you move in. 

W E E K  O N E
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w e e K  o N e  P r o G r A M

After check-in, you and your family may join us  
for a welcome from the President, Dean of the 
College, Dean of Students, and others. You will 
then begin Week One activities while your family 
is invited to attend a program that addresses many 
questions related to Clark and what to expect over 
the course of the first year. During this first day, you 
will meet your peer adviser as well as with your peer 
group, Peer advisers will introduce you to campus 
life. The next several days are filled with meetings 
with your faculty, peer and LEEP advisers, and 
your peer group to discuss myriad challenges and 
opportunities.

All entering students, including transfer students, 
are expected to attend Week One activities, 
which include presentations on academic majors, 
information about various offices, and a dynamic 
round of social programs. All are designed to 
help you prepare to be a Clark student. We will 
also schedule time during Week One to have 
departmental presentations and special interest 
sessions.

Every person you meet will give you a better idea of 
the richness and diversity of the Clark community. 
By participating fully in Week One programs, you 
will discover the exciting options waiting for you at 
Clark—and you’ll make new friends.

f o r  i N t e r N At i o N A L  S t u d e N t S

Check-in for those attending International Student 
Orientation is on Sunday, Aug. 21. You will receive 
information about the time and place from the 
International Students and Scholars Office. This 
pre-orientation program will cover issues such 
as cultural adjustment, immigration, academic 
requirements, financial matters, health services and 
insurance, and social life at Clark. 

Check-in day will include dinner for you and your 
family and time for you to move into your residence 
hall and relax. The orientation staff has planned a 
variety of events to help you become acquainted 
with your classmates and campus life.

Jet lag/culture shock
You will often experience jet lag after your arrival 
in the United States as your body adjusts to a new 
time zone. Don’t be alarmed; after a few days of 
sleepiness and slight confusion, you will adjust to 
the new schedule.

Because it requires great effort to adjust to new 
surroundings, a new culture and a different 
language, you may experience some disorientation 
or “culture shock.” This may occur a few weeks 
after your arrival in the United States. In time you 
will adjust to the new culture, food, customs and 
climate. The International Students and Scholars 
Office will be happy to help you with your transition.

C H e C K  i t  o u t  o N L i N e

clarku.edu/weekone
Learn about your Week One schedule and  
what to expect. Check back often for updates.

clarku.edu/isso
The International Students and Scholars Office  
helps international students with any questions  
or concerns.
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w H At  S H o u L d  i  b r i N G  w i t H  M e ?

the key to reaping the most from your college 
years is to be open to the new ideas and  
experiences you’ll discover beyond the classroom. 

Your new life at college will challenge your flexibility 
and encourage your independence and individual 
responsibility. At Clark, you will meet people from 
different countries, lifestyles and backgrounds who 
will expand your ideas of the world. 

S e t t L i N G  i N

You are probably wondering about where you  
will live if you are a residential student. In mid-July, 
your housing and dining assignments will be posted 
to your you.clarku.edu page under the “Housing and 
Dining Self-Service” tab. Your individualized screen 
will also provide roommate contact information so 
you may contact each other over the summer. 

While most Clark first-year students live with 
another first-year student in a double room, some 
students will live in single or triple rooms. Rooms  
are assigned according to your gender, interests  
and available space. We believe that learning to  
live with others who may have different interests 
and backgrounds is part of your education. As you 
adjust to living with your roommate, a good sense  
of humor, paired with patience, certainly will help 
you develop a positive relationship. 

C L o t H i N G

New England is famous for its changeable weather; 
temperatures vary from 90°F (32°C) in the 
summers to -15°F (-25°C) in the winters, which can 
also be very snowy. To be comfortable, you will need 
three kinds of clothing during the academic year 
(September to May): lightweight clothing for warm, 
humid spring and summer weather; medium-weight 
clothing and raincoats for cool fall and early spring 
days; and warm, lined coats, waterproof boots, 
gloves, warm hats, scarves and heavy sweaters for 
the winter. Remember, the student-run Community 
Thrift Store, located at 930 Main St., always has 
a great selection of gently used clothes — at very 
gentle prices — for all seasons!

S H i P P i N G  t H i N G S  b e f o r e  A r r i vA L

You may ship boxes and crates directly to Clark 
ahead of your arrival. Just address them with your 
name and campus box number, Clark University, 
950 Main Street, Worcester, MA 01610-1477. The 
mailroom in the Higgins University Center is open 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

w H At  t o  b r i N G

You will want to bring along some special items, 
such as photographs and posters, to create your 
home away from home (but please leave your 
pets behind). Each room is furnished with the 
basics: a bed and extra-long twin mattress, desk, 
chair, bookshelf, closet or wardrobe, drawer space, 
window shade or blind. You may wish to decide with 
your roommate who will bring certain items, such 
as a television, to avoid duplication. Combination 
microwave/refrigerators may be rented from 
collegefridge.com (availability is limited, so rent 
early). Students who are not able, or do not want,  
to bring their own televisions may rent 32” TVs from 
campustvs.com. Other services may be explored 
through the Office of Residential Life and Housing 
website.
You will need to bring:
•  blankets •  towels
•  extra-long, twin-sized sheets •  clothes hangers
•  bedspread or quilt •  alarm clock
•  pillow and pillowcases •  wastebasket
•  nonhalogen desk lamp

YO U R  H O M E
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The student-run Community Thrift Store sells linens, 
pillows, decor items and all kinds of other supplies 
for your room—but it’s first come, first served, so 
shop early if you forget something on this list.
other items many students find helpful:
•  milk crates
•  extra desk lamp
•  laundry bag
•   shower caddy/basket to carry items
•  chair pillow for reading in bed
•   extension cords/power strips (extension cords 

are only permitted if they have a switch/surge 
protector)

•  storage boxes for under your bed

w H At  N o t  t o  b r i N G

•  personal mattresses
•  lofts
•   large refrigerators (may not exceed 5 cubic feet)
•  your pet (except fish)
•  candles and incense
•   any type of halogen lamps or lava lamps
•   cooking appliances: toasters and toaster ovens, 

microwave ovens, hot pots, popcorn poppers or 
anything with a heating coil

•  air conditioners
•  weapons

t H i N K i N G  G r e e N

Clark University is committed to sustainability.  
You can be part of it by choosing the following:

•   smart powerstrips or easily switched off outlets 
for phone chargers, etc.

•  Energy Star appliances
•  LED/CFL desk and table lamps
•  clothes drying rack
•   flat screen TV/monitors (LED/LCD) 
•  reusable water bottles

f o r  L o N G - d i S tA N C e  t r Av e L e r S

You may prefer to buy the following items here 
instead of carrying them with you:
•  pillows
•  hairdryer
•  bed linens and towels
•  alarm clock
•  iron
The voltage for all electrical appliances used in the 
United States is between 110-120 volts. If you bring 
electrical appliances from home, make sure that  
the voltage is compatible, or bring an adapter.

f o r  i N t e r N At i o N A L  S t u d e N t S

We advise you to bring all your baggage with  
you on the plane. The additional cost for excess 
weight is less expensive than shipping charges,  
and you will have all your baggage with you. To  
send items through the postal service, address  
them as indicated on page 4 (“shipping things 
before arrival”). Large trunks may be sent through  
a shipping agency; check all the details with the 
agent and be sure to arrange to pick up the trunks  
or have them brought to Clark from Boston.

international Student checklist
Do not pack these items in your checked luggage!
•  passport with valid consular visa
•  I-20 or DS2020 visa certificate
•   copies of all financial support (award or scholarship 

letters from Clark, bank statements, affidavit from 
sponsor, etc.)

•  medical documents, if not already mailed
•  $200 cash in U.S. currency
•  $300–$600 in traveler’s checks
•  bills to be paid to Clark University
•  receipts of bills already paid to Clark University
•   medications (at least a two-month supply of 

prescription medication); make sure they are  
clearly labeled

If you plan to receive college credit for advanced 
coursework and have not yet submitted these to the 
Admissions Office, please bring:

•  transcript
•  international baccalaureate diploma
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w H At  d o e S  C A M P u S  L i f e  M e A N ?

Approximately two-thirds of Clark students live  
on campus in our 8 residence halls and 14 houses. 

Clark’s residences are purposely not called “dorms” 
because students do much more than sleep there. 
In your residence hall, you can participate in social, 
recreational and educational events, both planned 
and impromptu, that form an integral part of 
campus living. These can range from sushi-making 
demonstrations to intramural volleyball.

Whatever the size of your residence—a large hall 
or a small house—it is a community working within 
the limits of Clark’s policies. The residential life staff 
and Residence Hall Association plan residence hall 
activities, and you are encouraged to participate  
in this process.

r e S i d e N t i A L  L i f e

Our Residential Life and Housing (RLH) staff 
provides a residential environment that encourages 
a sense of community. The office, which includes 
professional and paraprofessional staff, coordinates 
the residential experience of our various first-
year, transfer, upperclass, and graduate student 
communities. Residence halls are overseen by either 
the Assistant Director for First-Year Communities or 
the Assistant Director for Upperclass and Graduate 
Communities. Residential Hall Directors who report 
to these Assistant Directors directly supervise the 
Johnson Sanford Center and Wright, Dana and 
Hughes halls. Each residence hall also has between 
four and seven Resident Advisers (R.A.s), who 
are Clark upperclass students; they are typically 
assigned to each floor. These R.A.s are selected 
for their excellent human relations skills and train 
extensively to help you adjust to a wide range of 
potential personal and academic issues. 

Their doors are open to you, and they may be the 
first people you contact when you need advice or 
just a sympathetic ear. 

The RLH undergraduate and graduate houses are 
supervised by three Housing Complex Managers 
who are seniors or graduate students at Clark with 
two years of previous experience. Housing Complex 
Managers communicate with on-campus house 
residents in a model similar to how private building 
managers communicate with their apartment  
tenants, although with much greater frequency and 
attention to the unique challenges facing college- 
aged undergraduate or graduate students. Living in  
an RLH House is an excellent opportunity for students 
to prepare for the private rental market while still  
benefiting from an all-inclusive pricing and 
maintenance schedule.

You will find balancing individual freedom with 
community responsibility one of the major challenges 
of group living. The residential staff will give you 
information and support as you make decisions for 
yourself and accept responsibility for those choices.

d u r i N G  C A M P u S  H o L i d AY S  A N d 
S e M e S t e r  b r e A K S

Clark residences remain open during the short 
October break, Thanksgiving break, and spring 
break, for students who wish to stay on campus to 
work on special projects or just to relax. Often Clark 
students who live a long distance from Worcester 
are invited to go home with friends during these 
breaks. During winter semester break and summer 
break, all Clark residences will be closed, and 
students should make arrangements to leave their 
residences. Students unable to travel home may 
apply to stay during winter and summer breaks for  
a nominal fee. 

f o r  Yo u r  C o N v e N i e N C e

Apartment Lifestyle Housing (the residential houses 
and Blackstone Hall) have full kitchen facilities, and 
students living in these apartments can choose a 
smaller meal plan and cook for themselves more 
often. Traditional and Suite Lifestyle residence halls 
have limited kitchen facilities, including microwaves, 
where you can use coffee pots or popcorn 
poppers, etc. Microfridge (combination microwave 
and refrigerator) units may be rented through 
collegefridge.com as available.

YO U R  C A M P U S
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Laundry rooms are located in each hall and most 
houses. Cold water washes and drying are free; hot 
water washes are 50 cents per load. 

Anything you can live without is best left at home, 
since you will be accumulating new possessions 
during the year. Personal articles can be purchased 
on campus or at nearby stores, so you needn’t bring 
a year’s supply.

d i N i N G  S e r v i C e S

All students living in traditional and suite lifestyle 
rooms are assigned their choice of full meal plan, 
provided by the University’s contracted food service 
company. Students living in apartment lifestyle 
housing are provided with a reduced meal plan 
that allows them to eat on campus periodically, 
while also cooking for themselves. Any student 
living in apartment lifestyle housing may opt out of 
a meal plan completely. Dining Services is able to 
accommodate a  range of dietary needs, including 
dairy- and gluten-free and certified Kosher, as well 
as vegetarian and vegan. If you have any questions 
about meals and meal plans, please call 508-793-
7158.

H e A Lt H  S e r v i C e S

At Clark you are treated as an emerging adult who 
will assume an active role in your own health care. 
Whenever you have a health-related concern, an 
appointment with Health Services staff will help you 
identify the problem and give you the information 
you need to make the best choice for treatment. 

As a primary-care setting, Clark University Health 
Services provides acute-illness care, gynecological 
and contraceptive services, and health counseling 
and education. The professional staff includes nurse 
practitioners, registered nurses and physicians. 
Students are also referred to a number of excellent 
specialists from an extensive network. Health 
Services is open Monday through Friday from  
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; on weekends and after hours, on-
call physician coverage is provided. By law, Clark 
cannot release information about your health or 
health records without your authorization— even to 
your family. Please be sure to give Health Services 
your permission each time before a family member 
calls us.

i N S u r A N C e

Massachusetts law requires health and accident 
insurance for all students enrolled at least 
three-quarter time. A charge for Clark’s Student 
Health Insurance Plan will be listed on your bill 
(estimated at $1,679—subject to change—for 
an individual plan). If a private carrier protects 
you, the charges will be waived, as long as you 
complete an online insurance waiver by July 20 
with the name of the carrier and the policy number. 
However, to be waived, your insurance coverage 
must be comparable to Clark’s Student Health 
Insurance Plan, as described on Clark’s website.  All 
international students are required to be on Clark’s 
student health insurance plan.
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f o r  i N t e r N At i o N A L  S t u d e N t S
Medical prescriptions
International students will need a new prescription  
from a doctor in the United States to purchase 
medication in the U.S. Some medications available 
in your home country may not be available in the 
United States. Contact the U.S. Consulate in your 
home country if you have questions about the 
availability of specific medications.

All students must be immunized in accordance with  
Massachusetts law. If you cannot get certain 
immunizations in your country, please explain this 
situation when you return your immunization forms.  
You will not be allowed to enroll until you are 
properly immunized according to state law.

Health care
Health care in the United States is probably very  
different from health care in your country. The 
United States has no national health program, and 
health care is very expensive. You will have access 
to Clark Health Services but will need to have health 
insurance to cover more extensive health care, such 
as emergency treatment, hospital stays or visits 
to a specialist, X-rays, prescription medicine, or 
laboratory tests. This health insurance will protect 
you from economic hardship if you have sudden 
expenses for medical care. For instance, a visit to a 
doctor’s office may cost $200 (this does not include 
fees for other services provided), and a hospital stay 
will be at least $1,000 a day for the room, with  
other charges extra.

All international students are required to enroll in 
Clark’s Student Health Insurance. It is an excellent 
plan with broad coverage.

K e e P i N G  i N  t o u C H

by telephone: If you need to call Clark before you 
arrive, check the telephone listing in this booklet or 
call the University at 508-793-7711 and ask to be 
connected to the appropriate office. 

by mail: You will have the same mailbox assigned 
to you for all four years at Clark. We will send your 
mailbox number with your housing assignment 
in mid-July, so you can give friends and family 
your address before you arrive on campus. Letters 
should be addressed as follows: your name,  Clark 
University, 950 Main Street, your campus mailbox 
number, Worcester, MA 01610-1477.  (Mail without 
your box number takes longer to be delivered.) You 
will find your mailbox combination in your Arrival 
Packet when you get to campus. The mailroom staff 
and peer advisers will help you open your box.

C A r S  o N  C A M P u S

You may bring your car to campus; however, you will 
need to purchase a parking decal to park anywhere 
on Clark University property. Our 24-hour parking 
spaces are very limited and decals for these spaces 
are available on a first come, first served basis.

In addition, Massachusetts law requires all out-of-
state students, whether living on or off campus, to 
register their cars with University Police.

All updated parking information, including pricing 
and parking areas, will be available online at  
clarku.edu/parking at the beginning of June.

If you don’t bring a car, you can always rent one of 
Clark’s Zipcars. See the Your City section (page 17).

C o M P u t e r S  A N d  P r i N t i N G

Information Technology Services (ITS) provides 
computing, software and printing services for Clark 
students, staff and faculty. Information about these 
services is available at clarku.edu/its. There are 
numerous computer labs (clarku.edu/computerlabs) 
and technology-enabled classrooms, labs, and 
meeting rooms on campus. Color and black-and-
white printing facilities are located throughout 
campus (clarku.edu/printing); printing jobs can be 
submitted from any location. Students are provided 
with up to 500 pages of free printing per semester 
through the Clark OneCard.  

YO U R  C A M P U S
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Clark does not have a computer ownership 
requirement but ITS makes computer hardware 
recommendations for student needs and offers 
preferred pricing on computers that meet those 
recommendations. There are also free and reduced-
cost software packages available, including Office 
365. More information about these things is available 
at clarku.edu/getsoftware; clarku.edu/gethardware; 
and clarku.edu/itrecommendations.

N e t w o r K i N G  A N d  t H e  i N t e r N e t

All University housing rooms are equipped with 
wired and wireless network access. The campus  
Wi-Fi network includes  academic buildings, 
Goddard Library, Kneller Athletic Center, dining 
areas, and common outdoor areas on campus.  
Coverage maps and information about how to 
connect is available at clarku.edu/its/network.

t e C H N o L o G Y  H e L P  d e S K

The ITS Help Desk (clarku.edu/helpdesk) is your 
main contact point for all computer- and network-
related questions or problems at Clark. The 
Help Desk team provides advice and assistance 
with computer configuration issues, software 
problems, network access difficulties or hardware 
malfunctions. If the Help Desk can’t resolve 
your issue, they can make recommendations for 
reputable local computer repair providers. The 
ITS Help Desk, located on the plaza level of the 
Academic Commons at Goddard Library, provides 
service by phone (508-793-7745), walk-up, or  
email (helpdesk@clarku.edu). The ITS Help Desk 
can also provide you with recommendations 
on purchasing computers and software. Special 
discounts have been negotiated for Clark students 
and can be viewed at clarku.edu/getsoftware or  
clarku.edu/gethardware. Recommendations for 
specific computer configurations are online  
at clarku.edu/itrecommendations.

S u S tA i N A b L e  C L A r K 
Sustainable Clark recycles and Composts
Clark’s campuswide recycling program is run by  
students like you, as it has been since 1990. 
Throughout campus you will find conveniently 
located recycling bins for all paper, plastic (#1-7), 
cans and bottles. Cardboard is recycled, too. Hard-
to-recycle items such as batteries and electronics 
are all recycled responsibly. In the Higgins Café, 
Bistro, University Center and Academic Commons, 
you can put leftover food and all paper items (cups, 
napkins, etc.) in the compost bins. You will also 
find compost bins in residence halls, right by the 
recycling bins. The University now diverts more  
than 50 percent of its total waste stream, and the 
rest is converted to energy in a nearby  
waste-to-energy facility.  
Clark is proud of its Zero to  
Landfill policy.

Sustainable Clark reduces and reuses
The Community Thrift Store is a great place  
to refresh or recycle your wardrobe, furnish your  
room or donate gently used items. Created in 2010, 
and run by students, the Thrift Store has saved  
more than 70 tons of waste from the landfill— 
and saves you money, too! Volunteers are always 
welcome and get store credit. The University also 
hosts Marketplace on ClarkYou; swap shops in  
the residence halls; and donates books, food, 
equipment and furniture to the community.

C H e C K  i t  o u t  o N L i N e

clarku.edu/welcome
Discover other important information for incoming 
students, and activate your email account.

clarku.edu/welcome/health
Learn more about the health services offered to 
students.

clarku.edu/welcome/its
All about Clark’s computer and technology services. 

clarku.edu/virtualtour
Get a virtual tour of campus.

clarku.edu/welcome/housing
For information about on-campus housing  
and programs.

clarku.edu/sustainability
clarkthriftstore.webs.com
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H o w  M u C H  M o N e Y  d o  i  N e e d ?

of course, everyone’s spending habits differ,  
and you will have to make choices on personal 
spending for such things as furnishing your room, 
off-campus social and recreational events, or  
that late-night pizza.

You are probably wondering how you will manage 
your money to cover your living expenses and make 
the most of the funds you have. Careful planning is 
the key, but you’ll find it’s not necessary to spend a 
lot of money to enjoy the many activities at Clark.

Most students feel that their extra living expenses  
at college can amount to up to $2,000 a year. You  
will be faced with some of these expenses — like 
buying books — as soon as you arrive on campus. 
Students may add money to their Clark University 
OneCard (ID card) at the University Cashier’s 
Office and online through CUWeb. This enables 
you to purchase items at the bookstore as well as 
at a variety of on- and off-campus establishments. 
For a current list of locations accepting the Clark 
OneCard, please see clarku.edu/welcome/onecard.

Remember that campus jobs (other than federal 
work-study grants) are limited. Do not rely on 
employment on campus to provide for these 
expenses. International students are generally  
not permitted to work off campus.

PAY i N G  t u i t i o N  A N d  f e e S

Clark students are billed electronically. Students  
will be able to view their e-bills online through their  
CUWeb accounts. Families, or other third parties 
who need to view a student’s bill, must be 
established by the student as an authorized third 
party on the student’s account. More information  
can be found by visiting clarku.edu/studentaccounts.

Your electronic bill will be available for viewing 
online on June 15, and the payment must be made 
by the bill due date of July 20. Clark University 
accepts payments online (via ACH or credit card),  
cash, and checks. The total Clark bill will be 
approximately $51,850 (for residential students), 
but this does not include personal expenses, books 
and supplies. Please be sure your payment is 
prompt. If you have any questions regarding your 
bill, please contact the Student Accounts Office at 
508-421-3801 or via email at saccounts@clarku.edu. 

Business and Financial Services  
Fax Number: 508-793-7500

f o r  i N t e r N At i o N A L  S t u d e N t S

Payments must be in U.S. dollars drawn on a U.S. 
bank. Wire transfers can be made through our 
business partner, Peer Transfer. For more information 
please visit peertransfer.com/school/clark.

It is best to convert all your currency into traveler’s 
checks in U.S. dollars in your home country. If you 
bring your personal funds in the form of a bank 
check, it will take several weeks before you can 
receive this money for use in the United States. It 
is essential to bring some U.S. cash or traveler’s 
checks to pay for immediate expenses such as 
transportation to Clark and purchases the first week. 
For the entire year, you should plan on spending 
about $3,000 for personal and social expenses, 
including approximately $1,000 for books.

YO U R  E X P E N S E S
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b u Y i N G  b o o K S

It’s safe to estimate about $200-$800 a semester 
for books and supplies. Clark no longer has a 
physical text book store but new, used, and digital 
textbooks are sold and rented through Clark’s 
online bookstore which you can access on the 
web at bookstore.clarku.edu. Through the online 
bookstore you can also purchase books from third 
party merchants so there are often multiple options 
for acquiring your textbooks at various prices. The 
online bookstore also provides rental options, which 
can save a fair amount of money. Rentals come with 
a postage-paid return envelope for returning the 
books at the end of the semester. The bookstore 
accepts personal checks, credit cards and the Clark 
OneCard. Some enterprising students search the 
bookshelves of the Community Thrift Store for  
used books. The Thrift Store is also a source for low-
cost school supplies like binders and note books.  
Supplies are also sold at the new Campus Store 
located in the Alumni and Student Engagement 
Center.

b A N K i N G  A N d  C A S H i N G  C H e C K S 

Clark students can cash checks from their own 
accounts, from their parents or from the University 
at the University cashier on the third floor of the new 
Alumni and Student Engagement Center on Main 
Street. The fee for this service is 50 cents. Please be 
aware there are dollar limits on check cashing at the 
Cashier’s Office; therefore, we strongly recommend 
that you open an account at a local bank. Local 
banks will cash checks if you have an account with 
them, so you may want to open an account when 
bank representatives are on campus during the first 
weeks of the semester. In both cases, you must 
present your valid Clark OneCard.

There is no bank on campus, but many students  
use the TD Bank automatic teller machine (ATM), 
which is linked to the CIRRUS network, located  
in the Higgins University Center.

1 1

C H e C K  i t  o u t  o N L i N e

clarku.edu/financialaid
All about financing your education, including  
student employment opportunities.

clarku.edu/welcome/onecard
Everything you need to know about your Clark 
OneCard.

clarku.edu/bookstore
Information about buying books.



H o w  S H o u L d  i  P L A N  f o r  M Y  C L A S S e S ?

Some of your most immediate questions have to 
do with getting started on your academic studies. 
Consult the online Academic Catalog soon and 
explore the approximately 400 courses Clark  
offers each semester. See which courses meet  
your educational goals and discover the ones  
that strike your imagination. 

over the summer, your course selections will be 
guided by a summer adviser, with whom you can 
arrange to talk by Skype, phone or over email. once 
you are on campus in the fall, you will be assigned 
a pre-major adviser—usually the instructor of your 
first-Year intensive course. this adviser will help 
you make decisions about your academic program 
until you declare a major, usually during your 
sophomore year. unlike your high school guidance 
counselor, your academic adviser at Clark acts 
as a consultant. the final decision on courses is 
ultimately your own.

C H o o S i N G  A  M A J o r

You should feel comfortable using your early 
semesters to explore various academic disciplines 
throughout the liberal arts. 

You may formally declare a major as early as your 
second semester, and you must declare by the end 
of your sophomore year. The number of courses  
required for a major at Clark can range from eight 
to 19. If you are interested in some of the more 
requirement-intensive majors (for example, studio 
art, biology, biochemistry, chemistry, management, 
physics), it makes sense to begin to work on your 
planned major in your first semester.

t H e  P r o G r A M  o f  L i b e r A L  S t u d i e S

The core of the Clark University degree is the 
Program of Liberal Studies, a flexible set of liberal 
arts requirements designed to encourage mastery 
of intellectual skills and to develop a breadth of 
knowledge. To meet both objectives, the program  
is divided into critical thinking courses and 
perspective courses.

Critical thinking courses develop the basic 
competencies needed for academic success (the 
expression of ideas and the analysis of data).

Perspective courses cover six areas of knowledge 
within the liberal arts: the Aesthetic Perspective, 
Global Perspective, Historical Perspective, Language 
and Culture Perspective, Natural Scientific 
Perspective and Values Perspective. 

f i r S t-Y e A r  i N t e N S i v e  C o u r S e S

All first-year students will take a First-Year Intensive 
course during the fall semester. First-Year Intensive 
courses are designed to assist you in transitioning to 
the type of teaching and learning that you will find 
at the college level. A First-Year Intensive course 
can be a seminar on a special topic, a small section 
of an introductory course, or a small laboratory 
or discussion section that accompanies a lecture 
course. In a First-Year Intensive, you will join about 
20 of your peers, all first-year students. The small 
size of the course will ensure that you receive 
enhanced and frequent feedback on your academic 
work, and will make it easier for your professor to 
incorporate the types of interactive and challenging 
learning experiences that will fully engage you  
in the topic.

If eligible, you should complete at least one of your 
critical thinking requirements (Verbal Expression 
and Formal Analysis) in your first year. We also 
encourage you to fulfill one of the perspectives and 
to take an introductory course in your potential 
major. Certain majors are very intensive, and it may 
be wise to take more than one course meeting those 
major requirements the first semester. You should 
consult the Clark e-catalog at clarku.edu/catalog  
or the Academic Advising pages at clarku.edu/
academicadvising for details about particular 
majors. Information sessions are conducted during 
Week One for students interested in those majors 
that require earlier planning (e.g., the sciences  
and preprofessional programs).

YO U R  C L A S S E S
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t r A N S f e r  S t u d e N t S

Clark informs all transfer students of the number  
of credits awarded for courses accepted and 
whether any of the accepted courses fulfill 
requirements of the Program of Liberal Studies 
(PLS). Additionally, any transfer student who 
declares a major will have his/her courses evaluated 
by the chair of that department for possible major 
waivers.

To help the evaluation process, bring with you the 
syllabi for any courses which you feel may be eligible 
to receive major or PLS waivers.

Remember, only credits transfer; grades do not. 
Also, students may transfer only up to 16 Clark 
units (64 semester credits) and half of their major 
requirements to Clark.

P L A C e M e N t  t e S t S   

Obviously, you will want to begin college with 
courses at levels for which you are prepared; the 
results of placement tests help the University 
determine that level for each student. You must 
complete the writing placement sample prior to 
registering for your First-Year Intensive course; for 
details, visit clarku.edu/mywritingplacement. In 
addition to the writing placement process, you may 
need to take a placement test in math or music. 
The math test is available online and should be 
completed before you select your first semester 
course schedule. Please see the Class of 2020 
website for additional information.

These brief (one hour or less) tests help to ensure  
that your classes match your abilities in specific 
areas. If you feel that you can bypass preliminary  
or introductory courses at Clark, the tests will  
assess your ability. The tests determine only where  
you begin your study in specific areas and should  
not be a cause for stress.

See clarku.edu/mathplacement for more 
information.

S o M e  A d v i C e  t o  H e L P  Yo u 
b e  A  b e t t e r  S t u d e N t

•   Use a calendar to identify key dates in the 
semester when work will be due in specific classes. 
Avoid bunching your assignments together by 
spreading the due dates for yourself.

•   Attend class. You are now responsible for yourself; 
don’t be fooled into thinking that you can be casual 
about class attendance. If you cut classes, your 
performance will be impacted and you will have 
cheated yourself. 

•   Don’t put off work. Plan to spend at least three hours 
doing work outside of class for every hour spent 
in class. You will quickly discover that there will be 
many books to read and projects to complete, and 
these will demand your attention from the start of 
the semester. 

•   Make use of the academic supports available to you. 
Your professors are your chief resources; get to know 
them. If you have questions about material you are 
studying, see your professor after class to discuss 
it. Your academic adviser will be available to discuss 
your performance and your academic plans with you. 
Lastly, find out what services are available to help 
meet any specific academic needs you have—and 
then use them.

•   Meet with your LEEP Center Adviser to discuss your  
personal and professional goals. 

C H e C K  i t  o u t  o N L i N e

clarku.edu/welcome/fyi
Learn about First-Year Intensive courses.

clarku.edu/catalog
The searchable online academic catalog shows  
you academic policies, course descriptions and  
faculty profiles.

clarku.edu/leep-center
All about the LEEP Center.

clarku.edu/welcome/academics
All you need to know about academic programs  
and requirements.
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w H i C H  C L u b S  A N d  o r G A N i Z At i o N S 
C A N  i  J o i N ?

From club sports to student government, the arts 
to political or environmental activism, campus 
media, community service or cultural exchange, 
Clark groups provide all types of experiences for 
students interested in meeting new people and 
learning in various and often unconventional 
settings.
Clark students engage their minds and talents in 
many different activities outside of the classroom. 
The impressive number of student clubs reflects 
Clark students’ far-reaching interests. 

i N t e r C u Lt u r A L 

A wide variety of student clubs offer opportunities 
to connect with individuals from various cultures 
from around the world.

M e d i A

If you are interested in getting involved with student 
publications, broadcasting, or photography, several 
student organizations can give you that opportunity.  

P e r f o r M i N G  A r t S 

Whether you sing, play an instrument, act, perform 
sketch or improv comedy, or work behind the 
scenes, there are many ways you can enjoy and 
share your talents while at Clark.

S o C i A L  A N d  e N v i r o N M e N tA L  A C t i o N

Clark students show their commitment to improving 
society through their work in outreach programs in 
the Worcester community. You, too, can volunteer 
in soup kitchens, tutor in nearby schools and offer 
friendship to neighborhood children and senior 
citizens. 

Volunteer activities are coordinated through Clark’s 
Community Engagement and Volunteering Center 
(clarku.edu/volunteer).

Healthy communities depend on a healthy 
environment, and Clark has more than a dozen 
student organizations involved in creating an 
environmentally sustainable future. Many active 
clubs let you be an agent of change and impact 
climate change, biodiversity, clean water, and food 
and air issues on campus, in our community and  
in the world.

P r e P r o f e S S i o N A L

Students interested in a particular career can get 
information and support from preprofessional 
campus groups.

r e L i G i o u S  A N d  S P i r i t u A L 

Clark religious groups sponsor weekly services, 
religious holiday observances, discussions and 
educational programs. 

You can also choose to attend nearby churches and 
religious institutions on your own or with friends.

i N t e r C o L L e G i At e  At H L e t i C S  A N d 
r e C r e At i o N

Clark offers 17 NCAA Division III varsity sports: nine 
for women (basketball, cross country, field hockey, 
rowing, soccer, softball, swimming & diving, tennis, 
volleyball) and eight for men (baseball, basketball, 
cross country, lacrosse, rowing, soccer, swimming & 
diving and tennis).

A member of the New England Men’s and Women’s 
Athletic Conference (NEWMAC), Clark has 
established itself as one of the premier athletic 
programs in New England. NEWMAC institutions 
are: Babson, Clark, Emerson, MIT, Mount Holyoke, 
Smith, Springfield, Wheaton, U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy, Wellesley, and WPI.

YO U R  I N T E R E STS
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The Cougars play a competitive regional schedule 
in all sports and have enjoyed NCAA postseason 
appearances by men’s soccer (2008), men’s 
basketball (2010), and men’s and women’s 
swimming & diving (2009-2016).

The hub of athletic and recreational activity on the 
Clark campus is the Kneller Athletic Center, which 
offers most everything an active college student 
desires.

The ground level features a 2,000 seat gymnasium 
with a main court that is home to the men’s and 
women’s basketball and volleyball teams. The main 
court and its two adjoining courts can accommodate 
activities like basketball, volleyball, and indoor 
soccer, as well as concerts, performances and other 
major events.
The Department of Athletics and Recreation is 
located on the upper level of the Kneller, while the 
lower level features a six-lane, 25-yard, competition-
sized swimming pool, squash/racquetball courts, 
and locker rooms.

The newly renovated and expanded Bickman Fitness 
Center, adjacent to the Kneller, comprises 12,000 
square feet of space with cardiovascular machines, 
weight machines, free weights, exercise space and 
a large multipurpose room for fitness classes and 
dance activities.
The Granger Field Complex, on Beaver Street, 
includes two large playing fields and six tennis 
courts, all fitted with custom light towers that allow 
for evening athletic and recreation events. One of 
those playing fields was recently converted from 
natural grass to a synthetic surface, for extended use 
by intercollegiate and club/intramural teams. The 
adjacent Dolan Field House provides support for the 
outdoor facilities and can accommodate basketball, 
indoor soccer, tennis, lacrosse, and other activities. 
The building also features locker rooms and a 
concession stand. The Granger and Dolan complex 
is home to Clark’s baseball, field hockey, lacrosse, 
and men’s and women’s soccer teams, serves as the 
main hub of intramural and club sport activities, and 
provides general recreation opportunities for the 
entire campus community.
Other Clark athletic facilities include the O’Brien 
Softball Field on Knowles Road (about a mile from 
campus) and the Donahue Rowing Center for the 
Cougar rowing programs, located at historic Lake 
Quinsigamond, just a short distance from Clark.
Intramural sports include basketball, floor hockey, 
ultimate frisbee, volleyball, indoor soccer, soccer, 
and softball; club sport offerings include ice hockey, 
women’s lacrosse, equestrian, men’s volleyball, 
men’s soccer, quidditch, and track and field. Clark 
students also take advantage of fitness and wellness 
classes including yoga, Zumba, Pilates, strength 
and toning, Tae Kwan Do, karate, and capoeira. For 
those interested in dance, there are several different 
groups on campus including the Clark University 
Dance Society, Hip Hop Collabo, and Variant Dance 
troupe, as well as ballroom dance instruction,  
among others.

C H e C K  i t  o u t  o N L i N e

clarkathletics.com
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YO U R  I N T E R E STS

15-40 Connection
Active Minds
Activists United
Acts of Kindness
All Kinds of Girls
Amnesty International
Arboretum Advocates
Asian Culture Society
Association of Martial Artists of Clark 
Ballroom Dance Team and Club
Best Buddies International
Beyond Hair
Black Student Union
Book Club
Caesura Literary Magazine
Caribbean African Student Association
Chabad On Campus
Chess Clubs
Choices
Cinema 320 at Clark University
Clark Anti-Violence Education
Clark Bazaar
Clark Cable Network
Clark EMS
Clark Fitness
Clark Historical Society
Clark Investments and Trading Society
Clark Keys
Clark Musical Theatre
Clark Organization for Radical 

Educators 
Clark Poetry Slam
Clark Raqueteering
Clark Respecting Animal Welfare  

and Rights
Clark Sustainability Collaborative
Clark Undergraduate Geography 

Association
Clark Undergraduate Student Council
Clark University Aquatic Club
Clark University Brothers and Sisters
Clark University Campus Cursive
Clark University Choirs
Clark University Concert Band
Clark University Film Society
Clark University J-Street
Clark University Karate
Clark University Model United Nations
Clark University Nerdfighter 
Clark University Pagan Alliance
Clark University Ping Pong Club
Clark University Players’ Society
Clark University Pop Rox
Clark University Sailing Club

Clark University Shanty Sing
Clark University Student Action for 

Refugees
Clark University Students for 

Palestinians Rights
Clark University Timmy Global Health 
Clark University Unified Sports
Clarkies Against Cancer/Relay for Life
Clarkies for Sustainable Development 

in Haiti
Clarkies Helping and Advocating  

for Israel
Club Basketball
Club Soccer
Club Tennis
Counterpoints
CU Quidditch
CU Student Chapter of the Association 

of Computing Machinery
CUSC Transportation
Cycles of Change
Dance Society
Democrats of Clark University
Economics Society
EcoReps
Educational Studies Program
Epilepsy Awareness Club
Equestrian Club
FACE AIDS
Feminists United
Food Truth
Herban Gardeners
Hillel
Hip Hop Collabo
Ice Hockey Club
Initial Advantage
International Students Association
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship
Irish Step Dancing Club
Jazz Workshop
Latin American Student Association
Major Event Committee
Millennium Leadership Committee
Middle East and North African  

Cultural Society
Muslim Cultural Society
NARAL Pro-Choice Clark  
Newman Association
ONE Campus Challenge
OPEN
Operation: Meditation
Outing Club
Peapod Squad
Philosophy Club

Pool Club
Pre-Law Society
Pre-Med Society
Psi Chi
Pub Entertainment Committee
Public Health Outreach
Radio of Clark University
Republicans of Clark University
Residence Hall Association
Rising Stars
Salsa Encendida
Science-Fiction People of Clark  
Shenanigans
Sinfonia
Sketchy Society
South Asian Students Association
Speaker’s Forum
Spree Day
Stir Magazine
Stitch Club
Student Activities Board
Student Alliance of Vegan and 

Vegetarian Youth
Student Alumni Relations Committee
Student Digest
Student Sustainability Fund
Students Advocating Safe Choices
Students for Akshaya Trust
Students Supporting Soldiers
Students Taking Action Now: Darfur
Tae Kwon Do
The Clark Bars
The Local Root Food Cooperative
The Scarlet
The Whovian Society
TOPICS
Track & Field
Ultimate Frisbee — Men’s
Ultimate Frisbee — Women’s 
Undergraduate Psychology Committee
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
United Nations Children’s Fund
Vagina Monologues
Variant Dance Troupe
Volleyball Club
What’s Happening in Worcester
Women’s Lacrosse Club
Worcester Collegiate Christian 

Network
Yoga @ Clark  
Young Americans for Liberty
Youth Outreach Worcester

S t u d e N t  o r G A N i Z At i o N S  (this list is subject to change as new clubs are created regularly)
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w H At  w i L L  i  f i N d  i N  w o r C e S t e r ?

worcester, with a population of about 200,000,  
is the second-largest city in New england and  
home to establishments that cater to a wide range 
of cultural, academic and social interests. the 
city is a collage of sights, sounds, textures and 
tastes—from its ethnic neighborhoods and bakeries 
to the exhibits at the worcester Art Museum and 
concerts at the dCu Center.

Twelve local colleges attract about 20,000 students 
into the area, so you will find plenty of company 
while you’re skiing at Mt. Wachusett, sailing on Lake 
Quinsigamond, picnicking in Elm Park or listening to 
live music.

Z i P C A r

Clark University students can join Zipcar for only 
$25/year. You also get $35 in free driving to use 
your first month, and 24/7 access to Zipcars parked 
right on campus. Simply reserve online (zipcar.com/
clarku), let yourself in with your Zipcard, and drive. 
Low hourly and daily rates always include gas and 
insurance.

You only need to be 18 to join. Members ages  
18-20 can use a dedicated group of Zipcars that live 
on campus, while members 21 and older also have 
access to thousands of Zipcars around the world. 

G e t t i N G  A r o u N d

A car isn’t necessary for you to enjoy city living. 
Just a block from campus you will find a deli, 
convenience stores, a barbershop, an ice cream 
shop and a variety of ethnic restaurants. The many 
movie theaters, bowling alleys, billiards clubs and 
theaters around the city also provide a great break 
from studying. If you’d like to go farther afield, a 
Worcester public bus stops at Clark’s gate to take 
you downtown.

t H e  H i G H e r  e d u C At i o N  C o N S o r t i u M  
o f  C e N t r A L  M A S S A C H u S e t t S 

You may wish to take advantage of our “extended 
university” made up of Clark and 11 other colleges 
in the Higher Education Consortium of Central 
Massachusetts: Anna Maria College, Assumption 
College, Becker College, College of the Holy 
Cross, Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences, Nichols College, Quinsigamond 
Community College, University of Massachusetts 
Medical School, Cummings School of Veterinary 
Medicine, Worcester Polytechnic Institute and 
Worcester State University. The Consortium 
offers Worcester college students many academic 
advantages as well as combined social and 
recreational events.

At no extra charge, you may enroll in one course 
each semester at a HECCMA college.* Students 
from HECCMA schools have collaborated on a 
number of projects, including water pollution and 
infectious disease studies, a lead paint testing 
program and art exhibits. 
 *First-year students and first semester transfer students are
not eligible to register for a HECCMA course. 

C H e C K  i t  o u t  o N L i N e

wachusett.com
Wachusett Mountain Ski Area is a 30-minute drive 
from campus.

telegram.com
Learn about Worcester from the city’s daily 
newspaper, the Worcester Telegram & Gazette.

weather.com/weather/local/01610
Check out the latest weather forecast for Worcester.

YO U R  C I T Y
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t H i N G S  t o  d o  i N  
A N d  A r o u N d  w o r C e S t e r

Cultural Worcester Historical Museum; Worcester 
Art Museum; American Antiquarian Society; 
ArtsWorcester; Worcester Center for Crafts; 
EcoTarium; Salisbury Singers; Mechanics Hall; 
Worcester County Light Opera; Master Singers of 
Worcester; Hanover Theatre for the Performing Arts

Shopping ARTworks; Solomon Pond Mall; Prints and 
The Potter; Ed Hyder’s Mediterranean Marketplace; 
Crompton Collective; Sneakerama; Auburn Mall;  
The Shoppes at Blackstone Valley

eating Acoustic Java; Annie’s Clark Brunch; Biagio’s 
Grille; Blue Jeans Pizza; Boston Market; Boynton 
Family Restaurant; China Lantern; Dalat Restaurant; 
D’Angelo Sandwich Shop; Dino’s Ristorante 
Italiano; El Basha; Evo; Fantasic Pizza & Cafe; Gold 
Star Restaurant; Ho Toy Luau Restaurant; Moe’s 
Southwest Grill; Ninety-Nine Restaurant & Pub;  
Papa Gino’s; Peppercorn’s; Saigon; Sakura Tokyo; 
Sole Proprietor

Community service American Red Cross; Salvation 
Army; Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Mass;  
AIDS Project Worcester; Rachel’s Table; Girls Inc.; 
YMCA; Worcester Community Cable Access; 
YWCA; Worcester Animal Rescue League; Special 
Olympics; The Mustard Seed

Adventures Town and Country Bowl; Massachusetts 
Audubon Society; Hadwen Arboretum; Skylite Roller 
Skating; Regatta Point Community Sailing; BellaVia 
Balloon Company; Skywords Unlimited Aerial 
Adventures; Institute Park; Elm Park

etc. Worcester Public Library; DCU Center; First 
Night Worcester; Cinema 320; Ralph’s Chadwick 
Square Diner; Elm Draughthouse Cinema; Jillian’s 
Billiard Club; Wachusett Mountain Ski Area

C H e C K  i t  o u t  o N L i N e

clarku.edu/community
Learn about Clark’s work in the community.

clarku.edu/volunteer
See what community service opportunities  
interest you.

H o w  d o  i  G e t  t o  C A M P u S ?

You’ll need to make travel arrangements to be  
in worcester on your designated arrival day.  
we look forward to welcoming you in August. 

There are many different means of transportation 
available to get to Clark. Union Station, a hub for  
both train and bus service, is just minutes from 
campus, and Boston’s Logan International Airport  
is a short drive away.

e A r LY  A r r i vA L S

Families traveling more than 500 miles for Week 
One may make special arrangements for early  
arrival at Clark. To receive authorization to move  
into University housing early (after noon on 
Wednesday, Aug. 24), send a letter to the Office of 
Residential Life and Housing by Aug. 4. Upon your 
arrival, please visit Residential Life and Housing  
(9 a.m. to 5 p.m.), or University Police in Bullock  
Hall (after 5 p.m.), for assistance. 

The opportunity to arrive early is limited to first-year 
students only. In subsequent years, please make 
arrangements to arrive according to scheduled  
dates and times.

For your convenience, we have included a list of  
local hotels. 

YO U R  R O U T E
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L At e  A r r i vA L S

If for some reason you are unable to arrive on 
your assigned Week One date, please contact the 
Dean of Students Office (508-793-7423) as soon 
as possible so we will know to hold your housing 
assignment. Since Week One is an important first 
step in your Clark career, we strongly encourage  
you to participate fully in Week One programs.

P u b L i C  t r A N S P o r tAt i o N  G u i d e  
t o  w o r C e S t e r

Air  Logan Airport in Boston, T.F. Green Airport  
in Providence, R.I., and Bradley Airport in Windsor 
Locks, Conn. are all within a 90-minute drive  
from Clark.

Shuttle van and limousine service Available from 
Boston’s Logan Airport. Taxi, bus and car rental 
services are available at the airports mentioned 
above.

bus  Greyhound and Peter Pan bus lines provide 
service to Worcester.

rail  Union Station, approximately three miles  
from campus, serves the MBTA Commuter Rail  
and Amtrak.

G e t t i N G  t o  C A M P u S 
f r o M  b o S t o N ’ S  L o G A N  A i r P o r t

You can arrange a limousine van from Logan  
Airport by contacting Worcester Airport Limousine 
(wlimo.com) at 800-660-0992 or 508-835-6436.  
The limousine will meet international flight arrivals 
in the “Reserved Vans” area (exit out door E104 and 
cross into limo lot) and domestic flight arrivals on 
the lower level of the terminal. The limousine service 
runs from 3 a.m. to 1 a.m.; the cost is approximately 
$45 for a one-way trip to Clark. You should make a 
reservation early. The trip from Boston to Worcester 
takes about one hour and 15 minutes.

f r o M  u N i o N  S tAt i o N

Peter Pan, 800-343-9999, or Greyhound Bus Lines, 
800-231-2222, will bring you to the downtown 
Union Station, 34 Washington Sq., from Boston, 
New York City and Washington, D.C. 

Amtrak trains run from Boston to Union Station. Call 
800-USA-RAIL (872-7245) for Amtrak information. 
The MBTA, which oversees commuter rail service 
from Boston, has trains running every day from 
Boston to Worcester. The trains leave Boston’s South 
Station for Worcester’s Union Station several times 
during the afternoon. The cost is approximately 
$10.50 (one way); visit mbta.com for schedules.

Once you reach Worcester, a local taxi can bring you 
to the Clark campus. 

b Y  tA X i

A taxi will take you to Clark from Union Station  
for about $8 to 10. Two local taxi services are  
Yellow Cab (508-754-3211) and Red Cab  
(508-792-9999).

b Y  A u t o M o b i L e

Take the Mass Pike (I-90) to Route I-290 (exit 10), 
then follow the directions below.

From Route I-290, take Exit 11 (College Square) and 
follow signs for Worcester Center. At the second 
traffic light, turn left onto Cambridge Street and 
proceed for approximately one mile. At the second 
traffic light, make a sharp right turn onto Main Street 
and proceed one half mile to the Clark campus, 
opposite University Park. At the first traffic light, 
turn left onto Maywood Street. Turn left into the first 
parking lot on the left, the Maywood Street Lot. The 
John and Kay Bassett Admissions Center is on the 
corner of Main and Maywood Streets.

You can get directions as well as an online  
map at clarku.edu/directions.
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Q U E ST I O N S

w o r C e S t e r  L o d G i N G 
i N f o r M At i o N

beechwood Hotel 
363 Plantation St.
Worcester, MA 01605
508-754-5789
800-344-2589  
(Reservations only)

Quality inn & Suites
Junction 70 & 290
50 Oriol Dr.
Worcester, MA 01605
508-852-2800
800-237-8483

Comfort inn
426 Southbridge St.
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-8300

Courtyard by Marriott
72 Grove St.
Worcester, MA 01605
508-363-0300
888-887-7948

days inn
889 Boston Turnpike (Rt. 9)
Shrewsbury, MA 01545
508-842-8500
800-329-7466

fairfield Suites by Marriott
718 Southbridge St.
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-9500
800-228-2800

Holiday inn express
110 Summer St.
Worcester, MA 01608
508-757-0400

Hilton Garden inn
500 Lincoln St.
35 Major Taylor Boulevard
Worcester, MA
508-753-5700

residence inn
503 Plantation Street
Worcester, MA
508-753-6300

Holiday inn express
10-12 Johnson St.
Auburn, MA 01501
508-832-2500
800-465-4329

Questions about Week One? 
Call 508-793-7423 
or 508-793-7549

Questions about residential life? 
Call 508-793-7453

Questions about academic  
requirements? 
Call 508-793-7468

Questions about health services?  
Call 508-793-7467

Questions about financial aid?  
Call 508-793-7478

Questions about computers?  
Call 508-793-7745 

Need to fax information to Clark?  
Fax to 508-793-8847

Questions about parking services?  
Call 508-793-7575

Questions about the billing  
process? 
Call 508-421-3801 or see page 10

Want to email us your questions?  
Orientation@clarku.edu

2 0



AC A D E M I C  C A L E N DA R

fA L L  2 0 1 6

Aug. 25 Welcome to Clark (class of 2020)

Aug. 29 First day of classes (full semester and Module A)

Sept. 5 Labor Day – no classes

TBD Family Weekend

Oct. 10–11 Fall Break – no classes

Oct. 18 Last day of classes (Module A)

Oct. 19 First day of classes (Module B)

TBD Fall Fest

Nov. 4  Last day for undergraduate students to withdraw with a grade of “W”

Nov. 23–25 Thanksgiving Recess

Dec. 12  Last day for graduate students to withdraw with a grade of “W”;  
last day of classes (full semester and Module B)

Dec. 13–14 and   
Dec. 17–18 Reading Days

Dec. 15–16 and 
Dec. 19–20 Final Exams

Dec. 21 Exam makeup day (if university closes on a regular exam day)

S P r i N G  2 0 1 7

Jan. 16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day – no classes

Jan. 17 First day of classes (full semester and Module A)

March 3 Last day of classes (Module A)

March 6–10 Spring break – no classes

March 13 First day of classes (Module B)

March 31  Last day for undergraduate students to withdraw with a grade of “W”

TBD Academic Spree Day

May 1  Last day for graduate students to withdraw with a grade of “W”;  
last day of classes (full semester and Module B)

May 2–3 and 
May 6–7 Reading Days

May 4–5 and 
May 8-9 Final Exams

May 21 Commencement

Visit: clarku.edu/academiccalendar for up-to-date events and information
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Dean of Students Office
950 Main Street
Worcester MA 01610-1477
508-793-7423
clarku.edu/welcome

foLLow CLArK oNLiNe
Like Clark on Facebook 
clarku.edu/facebook/2020

Follow Clark on Twitter 
cclarku.edu/twitter
twitter.com/newtoclarku

See photos of Clark 
clarku.edu/flickr

Subscribe to the Clark YouTube channel 
clarku.edu/youtube

Follow Clark on Pinterest 
clarku.edu/pinterest

Check out shared images of Clark  
and Clarkies 
clarku.edu/instagram

See what’s happening at Clark 
clarku.edu/clarknow
clarku.edu/researchmatters

Connect and network with Clark alumni 
clarku.edu/linkedin


