
FINANCE,  
ECONOMICS & TRADE



At IE University, we’ve 
streamlined our academic 
offering to help you find 
the program that’s right 
for you. We give you the 
power to control your own 
journey according to your 
unique goals.

After selecting one of our 
program areas, you’ll be in 
a better position to define 
your individual professional 
trajectory. 



Guided by a world-class 
faculty and surrounded by 
other innovative minds, 
you’ll have the freedom to 
explore as you discover your 
own career destination. 

Every area offers a unique 
professional pathway. 
Start your journey today.

Discover all our program areas to help 
you continue your professional journey:

Business & 
Management

Know more →

Finance, Economics  
& Trade

Know more →

Marketing, 
Communication  
& Sales

Know more →

Leadership  
& Talent 
Development

Know more →

Design & 
Architecture

Know more →

Law, International 
Affairs & Public 
Policy

Know more →

Technology  
& Data

Know more →

https://www.ie.edu/studies/programs-in-business-management/
https://www.ie.edu/studies/programs-in-finance-economics-trade/
https://www.ie.edu/studies/programs-in-marketing-communication-media/
https://www.ie.edu/studies/programs-in-leadership-talent-development/
https://www.ie.edu/studies/programs-in-design-architecture/
https://www.ie.edu/studies/programs-in-law-international-affairs-public-policy/
https://www.ie.edu/studies/programs-in-technology-data/


ABOUT 
FINANCE, 
ECONOMICS 
& TRADE



Globalization has helped 
trade transcend borders, 
redefining the traditional 
pillars of management, 
economics and finance in 
the process. This change 
has been driven by 
technology and innovation, 
which are increasingly 
relevant in economic 
infrastructures.



WHAT IS IT 
ALL ABOUT?

New dynamics and global socioeconomic 
phenomena are rewriting the rules of 
ethical conduct across sectors. Professionals 
in this volatile world need to be agile, 
possessing a deep understanding of the 
modern complexities of globalized markets, 
trade and society at large.

At IE University, our Finance, Economics & 
Trade programs have been developed to 
match the pace of change, training the next 
generation of corporate leaders, strategists 
and financial professionals to face this 
context. Within this area, students will 
acquire the financial and managerial skill 
set to become key strategic players in any 
organization’s transformation initiatives.

If you’re passionate about using finance 
and management as a force for strategic 
innovation—whatever the industry or 
company—this area is for you.

8th
Best Master 
in Finance 
Worldwide

13th
Worldwide 
Master In Finance

5th
For getting an 
investment 
banking job

2021

2020

2019



I gained a 
much deeper 
understanding 
of all finance 
disciplines 
in a practical 
way, while 
also providing 
me with an 
incredible 
network of super 
talented people 
from all around 
the world.”

Flavio Borges, Brazil
Global Master in Finance 
― CFO at SPC Brasil 

WHO ARE THE 
PROGRAMS FOR?

Finance, Economics & Trade programs 
are for driven individuals who envision 
a clear destination for their professional 
progress. Participants should be prepared 
to rise to the demands and competition 
of the globalized business world. They 
seek to be challenged both intellectually 
and professionally, maintaining a critical 
mindset and always finding opportunities 
for innovation. As the latest trends in 
business, finance and economics unfold, 
individuals undertaking one of these 
programs will be those who are leading  
the transformation.



01
Worldwide 
exchanges
For several programs in this area, 
you can choose to complete part of 
your studies at one of our partner 
institutions, including the London 
Business School and Frankfurt School 
of Finance and Management, as 
well as possibilities for optional trips 
to London, New York, Ghana and 
Frankfurt. With so many opportunities 
to diversify your learning environment, 
you’ll be prepared to take on positions 
in every corner of the globe.

02
Up-close and 
personal with the 
business world
IE University’s skills labs are accessible 
through the programs in this area, 
allowing you to gain firsthand 
experience using cutting-edge 
programs and technologies. These 
include our Trading Room, equipped 
with a world-leading collection of 
analytical tools, and the insight-2-
innovation Consulting Lab, which has 
previously been used by students to 
devise solutions for Metro Madrid, 
Esprit and Ikea.

WHY CHOOSE THIS 
AREA OF STUDY?



03
In-depth 
sector skills 
This sector requires a strong command 
of numerical, analytical and problem-
solving abilities. For this reason, every 
program of study will ensure that 
strategic mathematical insights are 
matched with advanced training 
through practical and real-world 
experiences. With the unparalleled 
caliber of our faculty and learning 
methodologies, your Finance, 
Economics & Trade journey is the 
definitive foundation for success in 
finance, economics and business.

04
Access to a  
world-class faculty 
At IE University, our diverse and 
international faculty is one of the 
highlights of our unique academic 
offering. Our professors are pioneers 
and innovators in their fields, with 
many occupying leading positions 
in top companies across the finance, 
economic and trade sectors. 
Whichever program you choose, 
insights and know-how from your 
professors will both inspire and propel 
your professional development.

Being at IE has really made 
me more confident in 
terms of what’s possible for 
women—I feel completely 
supported.” 

Lolita Taub, USA
International MBA
― Chief of Staff at Catalyte



05
A way into a 
competitive sector
The finance and trade industries are 
some of the most competitive in 
the world, which is why our Talent & 
Careers team are on hand to make 
sure you get ahead. Comprising a 
dedicated group of international 
professionals qualified to give expert 
advice on interview skills and CV 
optimization, our department will be 
glad to connect you with our network 
of 3,500+ global recruiters.

06
Networks of top 
professionals
Our Finance, Economics & Trade 
programs nurture relationships 
among students to both enrich your 
learning and expand your network. 
From your very first day of class, you’ll 
be connected with the brightest 
minds in finance and economics with 
decisive visions for the future of the 
industry. Combined with our pool of 
top educators, successful alumni and 
global business contacts, your  
IE University network will be an asset 
for life.



During the Master in Finance 
I had the opportunity to go 
beyond and network with 
students and professors from 
the International MBA and 
the Master in Management 
programs, having the 
opportunity to develop long-
term links with extremely 
interesting individuals.” 

Vicente Pascual, Spain
Master in Finance
― Chief of Ride Hailing & Co-founder at Cabify.



OUR PROGRAMS 
BACHELOR’S + 
DUAL DEGREES

This challenging undergraduate program centers on 
economic subjects, including econometrics, political 
science, applied analytics, behavioral science and 
technology. Students gain the perspectives necessary 
to understand today’s globalized context, and the 
economic literacy to drive transformation.

Bachelor in 
Economics

Know more →

The Bachelor in Business Administration (AACSB, 
AMBA and EQUIS accredited) prepares ambitious 
individuals for international success. Whether starting 
an entrepreneurial venture or becoming a leader in 
a multinational, our world-class faculty and learning 
environment will help you reach your goals.

Bachelor 
in Business 
Administration

Know more →

https://www.ie.edu/university/studies/academic-programs/bachelor-economics/
https://www.ie.edu/university/studies/academic-programs/bachelor-business-administration/


The Bachelor in Philosophy, Politics, Law and 
Economics is an applied, multidisciplinary degree 
focused on the dynamics underpinning how the world 
works. By integrating knowledge and practice in these 
disciplines, students are empowered to become agents 
of change able to impact a globalized world.

Bachelor in 
Philosophy, 
Politics, Law and 
Economics

Know more →

This area features various bachelor’s dual degree 
options that combine the study of  international 
relations with business or economic skills. By gaining 
both a strong business background and a global 
perspective, you’ll be better prepared for today’s 
context:

Dual Degree in Business Administration  
+ International Relations

Know more →

Dual Degree in Economics + International 
Relations

Know more →

BACHELOR’S 
DUAL DEGREES

https://www.ie.edu/university/studies/academic-programs/bachelor-politics-law-economics-ple/
https://www.ie.edu/university/studies/academic-programs/dual-degree-business-administration-international-relations/
https://www.ie.edu/university/studies/academic-programs/dual-degree-in-economics-international-relations/


The International MBA is a transformational program 
for top professionals, with at least three years of 
working experience, looking to take their business skills 
to the next level. As you expand your network, you will 
improve your leadership skills and gain the innovation 
toolkit to drive disruption. 

International 
MBA

Know more →

OUR PROGRAMS 
MASTER’S AND 
EXECUTIVE +
DUAL DEGREES

This customizable program concentrates on the most 
important aspects of the current financial situation, 
including emerging tech. Through an exploration of 
investment banking, corporate finance and private 
equity—while also gaining insights into the realities 
of modern markets—you will graduate with a broad 
understanding of today’s financial context.

Master in 
Finance 

Know more →

The Master in Management is a highly customizable 
program that provides next-gen leadership training 
for an ambitious mix of like-minded students. This 
program allows you to choose from six different tracks 
and over 50 electives to help you tailor your journey, 
and define your own career path.

Master in 
Management

Know more →

The Master in Real Estate Development provides the 
skills and insights to help define our urban future. 
Rooted in finance, this one-year program explores the 
relationship between real estate and city development 
to gain a profound understanding of the development 
process and its future implications.

Master in 
Real Estate 
Development

Know more →

https://www.ie.edu/business-school/programs/mba/international-mba/
https://www.ie.edu/business-school/programs/masters/master-in-finance/
https://www.ie.edu/business-school/programs/masters/master-in-management/
https://www.ie.edu/school-architecture-design/programs/graduate/master-real-estate-development/


This flexible blended degree covers residential and 
commercial land use, offices, hospitality and the 
case study logistics through the lens of sustainability. 
Featuring financial concepts such as investment and 
real estate management, you will gain the skills to 
define tomorrow’s urban landscape.

Global Master 
in Real Estate 
Development

Know more →

This program explores the forces that are reshaping 
trade, internationalization and globalization. 
Students will explore innovative solutions to the 
world's most complex trade challenges, and gain 
cutting-edge insights into trade policy, value chains, 
risk management, international contracts, and 
e-commerce, among others.

Executive Master 
in International 
Trade

Know more →

https://www.ie.edu/school-architecture-design/programs/graduate/global-master-real-estate-development/
https://www.ie.edu/school-global-public-affairs/programs/graduate/executive-master-in-international-trade/


Dual Degree Master in Management  
+ Master in Finance

Know more →

Dual Degree Master in Finance  
+ Master in Business Analytics & Big Data

Know more →

Dual Degree International MBA  
+ Master in Finance

Know more →

MASTER’S 
DUAL DEGREES

In response to 
today’s highly diverse 
international landscape, 
Finance, Trade & 
Economics programs 
feature a range of 
master’s dual degree 
options. By selecting 
one of these dynamic 
programs, you can 
gain specific skill sets 
in diverse disciplines 
to aid you on your own 
professional journey:

“Learning to collaborate with different 
people from different cultures and 
backgrounds enriches everyone’s mind.

Nikolaus Trotzky, Germany 
Master in Real Estate Development 

Discover our Dual Degree options  
and gain complementary skill sets.

Find out more

https://www.ie.edu/dual-degrees/programs/dual-degree-master-management-master-finance/
https://www.ie.edu/dual-degrees/programs/master-in-finance-master-in-business-analytics-big-data/
https://www.ie.edu/dual-degrees/programs/dual-degree-international-mba-master-finance/
https://www.ie.edu/dual-degrees/


KEY INDUSTRY STATS

 

Today, tenant 
preferences are 
increasingly influenced 
by the rise in 
urbanization and 
globalization, which are 
pushing tenants to 
seek out flexibility and 
tech advancements 
when they pick a 
location.
Deloitte.

 

Trade in services has 
grown more than 60% 
faster than goods trade 
over the past decade.
McKinsey & Company

TRENDS,
CAREERS
& JOBS

A program in the Finance, 
Economics & Trade area will 
propel you straight into the  
hub of an exciting and fast-
paced industry.



Careers

Students in these programs go on to drive 
impact in major global companies—and 
for many of them, IE University has been 
the pivotal stepping stone in making their 
career goals come to life. Your educational 
journey could lead you a top position in the 
following areas:

Business and finance roles

Investment Banking
Mergers & Acquisitions (M&A)
Private Equity
Venture Capital
Asset Management
Financial services

Leadership roles

Executive management
Company and strategy 
direction
Market and risk analysis

 
By 2030, global 
e-commerce could 
help produce 
between $1.3 trillion 
and $2.1 trillion in 
incremental trade.
McKinsey & Company

 

By 2022, the global 
smart home market is 
expected to reach 
$53.45 billion USD.
Statista



Architecture and development roles

Construction management, 
architecture, urban planning
Property law and land 
development
Sustainable economy

Trade roles

Trade Lawyer
Logistics Manager
Trade Finance Official
Value Chain Manager
Trade Analyst 
Trade Policy Advisor

$289
billion
the total market 
share for investment 
banking worldwide.

IBIS World

72%
of surveyed private 
equity managers plan 
to make new hires.
Mergers & Acquisitions

16%
the amount the 
private equity market 
grew from 2018 to 2019.
PwC

$37
billion
in venture capital 
raised by European 
startups in 2019.

Equal Ocean



INDUSTRY  
TRENDS

Tech-led disruption
Regardless of where your personal 
journey leads, the trend of disruption 
brought on by technology and 
innovation is present throughout. This 
evolving market landscape presents 
a broad range of opportunities for 
anyone with the skills to capitalize on 
them, whether in banking and finance, 
property development or more.

Increased strategy 
and interconnection
A byproduct of today’s interconnected 
world is the increased importance 
placed on strategy with regard to 
economics, finance, business and 
trade. Understanding the global 
context of business and development 
processes from a number of 
perspectives is essential to make 
strategically sound decisions. This 
involves everything from the cultural 
and ethical factors, to more industry-
specific insights such as international 
trade logistics and cross-border 
investments. With informed insights 
on these different aspects, modern 
professionals are in a better position 
to develop effective strategies that 
produce results. 

Our globalized 
context
In a matter of decades, globalization has 
continuously redefined the very nature 
of how we do business. As a result, 
physical borders are no longer barriers 
to economic activity, leaving more room 
for growth, expansion and collaboration. 
In this sector of constant change, the 
opportunities are there for professionals 
who are able to bring something new 
to the table. It’s a highly competitive 
environment, but for those able to 
innovate, the rewards are immense.

An evolving financial 
landscape
The financial world is being 
transformed as new incumbents 
challenge traditional financial 
institutions. Banks and traditional 
institutions are catching up, but the 
proliferation of FinTech solutions by 
outsiders is leaving a lasting impact 
on the sector. The first wave of shock 
has passed, but there’s plenty more on 
the way. Whether through R&D, tech-
transfer initiatives or by other means, 
traditional financial services have to 
transform to retain their market hold. 



INSIGHTS

Juan Carlos 
Martínez Lázaro 
Professor of Economics 
at IE Business School.

Article published  
in Rewire Mag 
Rewire Mag is a student-led 
publication that provides  
up-and-coming professionals 
with a roadmap for navigating  

their career.

Read more →

A STRATEGIC VISION

The Economic 
Challenges of the 
21st Century
Phenomena such as globalization, 
demographic shifts, and even climate 
change are influencing the global 
economy, creating uncertainties 
regarding the future and demanding 
urgent attention. Rather than focusing on 
short-term concerns, we should attend to 
structural changes that will have a global 
impact and shape the economy in the 
long run.

https://rewire.ie.edu/


In the 1970s and 1980s, two issues—oil and poverty—
dominated practically every macroeconomic 
analysis. Nowadays, multiple variables come into play, 
including the technological revolution, globalization-
related phenomena, and demographic changes. 
On the demographic front, many countries are 
starting to feel the symptoms of an aging and 
shrinking workforce. At the same time, migration 
faces rising levels of social and political rejection, 
particularly in Europe and the United States, despite 
being necessary to compensate for population 
decline and falling birthrates. Meanwhile, Africa 
and, to a lesser extent, Asia and Latin America will 
see a demographic explosion over the next 50 years, 
driving even more migration towards the aging and 
increasingly xenophobic North. Host countries will 
find themselves swallowing ever larger doses of 
realism to address this intractable problem.

The aging of the population presents another 
complex issue: the sustainability of pay-as-you-go 
pension systems, which are verging on collapse in 
many countries. Governments must urgently start 
working to solve this rapidly approaching crisis. 

Migratory phenomena have been 
exacerbated by globalization—a 
process that is here to stay and 
which, in economic terms, has 
created winners and losers. The 
winners include inhabitants of 

the regions that have managed to insert themselves 
into the flows of global commerce. In these regions, 
misery has abated and famine—a regular occurrence 
not so long ago—has all but disappeared. However, as 
offshoring has gained momentum and competition 
among workers has surged, large segments of the 
working and middle classes of the most highly 
industrialized nations have disappeared.

Although globalization has narrowed the North-
South gap, it has also fueled the rise of inequality 
in the North. The fruits of several decades’ worth of 
economic growth and welfare-state policies have 
been wiped out by the financial crisis, imminent 
technological changes, and competition from the 
South.

Unstoppable 
globalization

The fruits 
of several 
decades’ worth 
of economic 
growth and 
welfare-state 
policies have 
been wiped out 
by the financial 
crisis, imminent 
technological 
changes, and 
competition 
from the South.



Capital gains have grown exponentially over the past 
three decades—even during the crisis—and these 
riches have accumulated in small segments of the 
population. Meanwhile, wages have stagnated or 
fallen, destroying the wealth of large swathes of the 
middle class, especially in Europe and the United 
States. These trends explain the various populist 
movements that have arisen over the past decade in 
response to social discontent.

Globalization has also created a world that is 
increasingly homogeneous, both economically and 
culturally. The main shopping streets of Madrid, 
Rome, and London have been colonized by the 
same multinational brands, making them virtually 
indistinguishable from one another. The same thing 
is happening with culture and customs, which are 
becoming more uniform, more assimilated, and less 
locally specific.

But globalization has done more than rewrite the 
social, cultural, and economic rules. Digitalization—
and the imminent technological revolution 
it entails—will reconfigure labor markets and 
production models as we know them today. 

As concerns about 
climate change lead 
to the replacement 
of fossil fuels 
with clean energy 
sources, certain 
countries and 
regions that 
have shaped the 
geopolitics of 
energy for the past 
five decades will 
be pushed into the 
background.



We are looking at a future in which 
algorithms and machines will 
replace millions of jobs all over the 
world, especially those involving 

the most routine tasks. At the same time, we will see 
rising demand for skill sets unlike anything required 
today. The big question of the coming decades is 
whether or not there will be work for everyone. If 
there is not enough work, we will need to figure out 
what to do with—and how to support—those who are 
left behind by this revolution because they lack the 
newly demanded skills.

On top of all that, there is no guarantee that 
today’s successful production models will survive. 
Digitalization is enabling new players to knock down 
barriers to entry that have traditionally protected 
many sectors and industries. On this new playing 
field, communication technologies are playing 
a key role by producing a previously unheard-of 
phenomenon: consumer empowerment. Armed 
with complete information and eager to share it with 
others, consumers are no longer passive subjects in 
their dealings with companies. Indeed, consumers 
have positioned themselves firmly at the center of 
the commercial relationship. This empowerment 
also has a political dimension: today’s politicians use 
Twitter to communicate, but citizens can also exercise 
influence, join forces, make decisions, and topple 
governments with their tweets and texts.

Another aspect of today’s global scenario is the rise 
of emerging countries and the shifting of economic 
power to the Pacific Rim. Asian countries have 
benefited from this shift, and China in particular 
has risen from local actor to global power in just 
a few decades. Indeed, China is not satisfied with 
mere economic power; it also wants to be a leader 
in geopolitics, technology, space exploration, and—
naturally—military might.

To achieve these goals, China needs to guarantee its 
access to natural resources and its control over supply 
chains. It secures these advantages by funding—and 
driving into debt—numerous African and Southeast 
Asian countries, drawing accusations of colonialism 
2.0. But China’s rise and expansion have also 
generated tensions with regional powers like Japan 
and the lone global superpower: the United States. 

Machines and 
algorithms

Vicente Pascual 
Interview  
Humans of IE
— Rewire Mag

An interview with Vicente 
Pascual, Chief of Ride Hailing 
& Co-Founder at Cabify and IE 
University Master in Finance 
alum. His experience studying 
at IE University gave him the 
tools to advance his professional 
journey to a new level, where he 
is now responsible for one of the 
most disruptive enterprises in the 
transportation sector.

Read more →

The world’s biggest 
gig: How the gig 
economy will change 
in the future 
Driving Innovation
— Rewire Mag

A look into a recent sector 
trend affecting cities all over 
the world: the rise of the gig 
economy. This piece explains 
how innovative startups and the 
digital revolution are changing 
the traditional dynamics of 
economics, outlining the 
challenges that may lie ahead. 

Read more →

https://www.ie.edu/business-school/the-experience/humans-of-ie/vicente-pascual/
https://drivinginnovation.ie.edu/the-worlds-biggest-gig-how-the-gig-economy-will-change-in-the-future/


The so-called trade war is clearly a first step towards—
or a pretext for—blocking China from supplying 
Western technology. 

At any rate, China is reshaping the landscape of 
power in the 21st century. As concerns about climate 
change lead to the replacement of fossil fuels 
with clean energy sources, certain countries and 
regions that have shaped the geopolitics of energy 
for the past five decades will be pushed into the 
background. With this replacement process already 
underway, the fracking revolution has irrevocably 
altered the status quo of the hydrocarbon market, 
making the United States once again the world’s top 
oil and gas producer.

The imminent changes driven by technological 
development, demographic shifts, climate change, 
and globalization are getting little attention from 
the world’s governments. The Western economies’ 
prevailing short-term vision—which disregards 
factors poised to shape the economy over the coming 
decades—cannot help us address the great social 
and economic challenges of the future. The welfare-
state model provides an instructive example: we 
know that the current situation is unsustainable, but 
government officials refuse to undertake reforms, for 
fear of the political cost.

The economy, firmly rooted in short-term political 
considerations, has been unable to offer real solutions 
to the challenges that lie ahead.

Digitalization—
and the 
imminent 
technological 
revolution it 
entails—will 
reconfigure 
labor markets 
and production 
models as we 
know them 
today.



Who you are

Students across 
all program areas 
share common traits 
that we look out 
for. We particularly 
value dedicated and 
talented individuals 
who come from 
diverse backgrounds 
and possess a global 
mindset. 

Alongside your strong 
interpersonal skills and 
innovative outlook, 
you thrive under an 
intensive academic 
workload, considering 
it an opportunity to 
share new experiences 
and create unique 
approaches to 
problem-solving.

The IE University admissions 
process is simple yet 
rigorous—and carried out 
entirely online. 

While the particulars may change 
depending on your chosen program, it 
always follows a similar format, which 
you can discover below. With our 
rolling admissions process, there’s no 
application deadline. But spaces are 
limited so we recommend that you apply 
as soon as possible.

The first steps

Before you embark on your personal 
learning journey, there are five 
preliminary steps you need to take.

ADMISSIONS  
PROCESS  
& FINANCIAL 
AID



01 
Online 
Application Form
Complete the online 
application form and 
upload the documents 
required by your 
program. 

04 
English 
Proficiency
TOEFL, IELTS, Duolingo 
or Cambridge (C1 
or C2) certifications 
may be necessary to 
demonstrate your 
English level.

03 
Entrance Exam
Next, you will have to 
take either the GMAT, 
GRE or IEGAT. If you 
would like to apply to 
a Finance Program 
you could also take the 
CFA or CAIA.

06
Final Decision
Your entire application 
will be evaluated 
by the Admissions 
Committee and you 
will receive an answer 
within 1–3 weeks.  

05 
Personal 
Interview
This online interview 
will take place with an 
associate director of 
the admissions team.

02 
Online 
Assessment
With the application 
submitted and the fee 
paid, you will receive 
a link to answer three 
live questions, two in 
video format and one 
in written format.

This process may vary depending on the program. Be 
sure to consult the Admissions area of your program of 
interest for more details on the admissions process.

* Special admission requirements for 
Master in Finance Part-time candidates, 
contact the admissions team for more 
information.

Get started →

A

B

C

EXAM:

https://my.ie.edu/en/applymas/?locale=en


If sorting out funding 
and scholarships is 
an important part of 
making IE University 
your next big step 
in your professional 
journey, the good 
news is that we have 
a range of funding 
options available to 
support you!

Most of our students rely on a 
combination of different types of 
financial means to cover the tuition 
fees and the overall costs associated 
with program attendance. These 
means typically include personal 
resources, student loans, scholarships 
and, at times, some form of family 
support or tuition assistance from 
employers.

The IE Financial Aid Office will help 
you understand the different financing 
options and scholarship opportunities 
available. Researching, understanding 
your options and planning ahead is 
key. The FAO will provide you with all 
the necessary guidance to make any 
scholarship or loan application process 
as smooth as possible.

Please visit our financial aid website 
for more details or schedule an 
appointment with our team.

Go to the Site →

FINANCIAL 
AID

https://www.ie.edu/financial-aid/


IE Scholarships
Thanks to the IE Foundation and 
the generosity of our students, 
alumni, parents, corporate partners 
and other benefactors who support 
our groundbreaking Financial Aid 
program, we are able to maintain a 
strong commitment to providing top-
notch education to highly qualified 
candidates from around the world, 
regardless of their economic situation. 
Our wide portfolio of scholarships 
allows us to guarantee diversity and 
excellence through our needs-based 
and merit-based scholarships.

Scholarships are awarded based on 
economic need, merit, distinctive 
competencies and/or academic and 
professional excellence. The aim is 
twofold: celebrating and rewarding 
outstanding individuals and providing 
scholarship support to deserving and 
promising candidates who would 
otherwise not be able to attend IE 
University. 

Check the IE Financial Aid website to discover the full 
list of scholarships available and to learn more about the 
application process.

The aim is twofold: 
celebrating and 
rewarding outstanding 
individuals and 
providing scholarship 
support to deserving 
and promising 
candidates who would 
otherwise not be able 
to attend IE University. 

Direct Awards

There is no formal application process 
for the IE High Potential Award—
all applicants are automatically 
considered. Awards are communicated 
at the time of admission and 
recipients are chosen based on the 
information provided during the 
admissions process: the strength of 
their application, academic merit, 
professional experience, the quality 
of the interview, competitiveness, 
life experiences and suitability to 
the program and our school. These 
awards are need-blind, and are 
compatible with other IE Scholarships 
should the candidate require further 
support through a formal scholarship 
application.



Loans
 

Many of our students rely on loans  
—either government and/or privately 
funded—to at least partially finance 
their studies at IE University. As we 
strive to provide our students with 
further financing opportunities, 
we are committed to securing 
agreements with both Spanish and 
international institutions that offer 
our students financial loan schemes 
on favorable grounds. While there are 
many organizations that lend to IE 
students—including those we have 
an agreement with—it is critical that 
you understand all fees and terms of 
available loans to compare them and 
determine which are best suited to 
your particular needs.

Contact our dedicated team at loans@ie.edu to find out 
which financing options may be available to you. Please 
note that many financing schemes are time sensitive 
and may require planning several months before your 
program starts.

Tuition Payment Options 

While making an investment in higher 
education is extremely worthwhile, 
we understand it isn’t always easy. At 
IE University, we allow students to pay 
in interest-free installments, without 
pre-approval requirements or credit 
checks. 

The number of installments and 
conditions depends on the program, 
please talk to your admissions advisor 
for more information.

mailto:loans@ie.edu


ABOUT YOUR  
UNIVERSITY



The IE University  
ecosystem is designed  
with the student in mind. 
Rooted in a human-
centered approach to 
entrepreneurship and 
innovation, we offer an 
extensive global network, 
cutting-edge facilities 
and top institutional 
partnerships—empowering 
future leaders to define 
their journey.



WHO  
WE ARE?

WHO  
WE ARE

First and foremost,  
we are Liquid Learners. 

Liquid Learning  
at IE University is the 
culmination of our 
educational vision, 
transcending any single 
platform or approach 
to produce a holistic, 
streamlined academic 
experience.

Developed over 20 years, this model 
blurs the lines between online and in-
person education resulting in a flexible, 
highly interactive learning journey.

By breaking down traditional barriers 
to education, Liquid Learning provides 
access to the same world-class 
education, regardless of location or 
personal circumstances. 

But what does this mean? Allow us to 
explain. As Liquid Learners, we are:



1,800+
students can attend 
same session 
simultaneously

100% 
of our students have 
online access to classes

200
classes streaming 
online simultaneously 
in HD

100K+
online sessions  
in total

Leaders in 
Business Education

IE University was founded by entrepreneurs 
with a vision to disrupt traditional models of 
education to equip students with the skills 
they need for the future. 

To achieve this, the institution was 
created with five values in mind: diversity, 
humanities, technology & innovation, 
sustainability and entrepreneurship.

Pioneers in  
Disruptive Learning
IE University transformed business 
education by introducing disruptive 
teaching methodologies, ranging from 
immersive classroom approaches and 
technological innovation to close ties with 
industry leaders.

Over the years, our broad spectrum of 
disruptive learning innovations has helped 
students from 140 different countries 
unleash their true potential.

“The WOW Room allows 
students to connect and 
collaborate no matter 
where they are, even if 
the only way they can join 
is through their mobile 
phone at the airport.” 

Jolanta Golanowska 
Director of Learning Innovation at IE



Diverse  
Visionaries
Our cutting-edge methodologies 
and global approach to education is 
complemented by the diversity of our 
community. 

Students are in constant contact 
with a variety of academic, ethnic 
and cultural backgrounds, which 
challenges preconceived notions 
and empowers them to think in new, 
innovative ways.

“I'm able to 
study with 
people from 
all around the 
world and learn 
about different 
cultures.

Patricia 
Master in Management



Restless  
Entrepreneurs 

All our programs are taught from 
an entrepreneurial perspective, 
encouraging students to craft and 
apply solutions in the real world—
whether in an intrapreneurial or 
entrepreneurial capacity. 

Through startup accelerators and 
networking opportunities, students 
are able to fuel their ideas, fully 
supported as they embark on their 
entrepreneurial journey.

25%
of our alumni have 
started their own 
businesses

1,500+ 
students trained 
in entrepreneurial 
management

100+
 

mentors working 
alongside our students



WHERE WE ARE 
OUR EDUCATIONAL 
ECOSYSTEM

Enjoy the right university 
experience for you.  
We have three locations: 
Segovia, Madrid and 
Online.

“IE University 
teaches you 
to work and 
cooperate 
with people 
from different 
backgrounds, 
and to bring 
out the best in 
others.

Dionysios Stavrakas, Russia 
Executive MBA



Segovia

Declared a World Heritage Site 
by UNESCO in 1985, Segovia is 
famous for its cathedral, alcázar and 
aqueduct. 

One of the city’s most historic 
buildings, the Convent of Santa Cruz 
la Real, is home to the IE University 
campus. This campus combines 
rich history with state-of-the-art 
classrooms.

“In every corner 
of Segovia, in 
every step you 
take through its 
streets, squares, 
and countryside, 
there’s a sense 
of tradition, art, 
and history.

Cheyenne Uribe 
Switzerland. Dual Degree in Laws 
and International Relations 
Class of 2020

Know more →

https://www.ie.edu/university/about/segovia-campus/


Madrid

Our urban tech-based education hub 
is located at the heart of one of the 
most exclusive neighborhoods of the 
city. Not far away, you can find our new 
innovation tower—the fifth addition 
to the Cuatro Torres—bringing an 
environmentally efficient and avant-
garde architectural design to a lively 
business district. Opening 2021. 

Know more → Online
Our online classrooms 
enable us to provide 
Liquid Learning with 
hybrid teaching 
methodology. 

Featuring synchronous 
and asynchronous 
learning, the online 
campus puts the 
student at the center 
with dynamic learning 
methodologies that 
adapt to individual 
circumstances.

https://www.ie.edu/university/about/study-in-madrid/


The new location 
in numbers

7,000
square meters set aside for 
green spaces

180
meters high and 35 floors

6,000
undergraduate students on 
campus

35
story tower with classrooms 
and educational zones 

70+
classrooms and a large 
number of workspaces and 
chill-out zones

50,000
square meters



Global Presence

Our extended IE community stretches 
across the globe, with 30 offices working 
together to build a lasting community 
around the world.

These offices organize thousands of 
international networking events, connecting 
our alumni community, candidates, 
companies and partner universities.

28
alumni reunions

6,000 
participants

60+
career sessions per year

300+
career orientation 
interviews

OUR ALUMNI IN NUMBERS

Benefits for 
our global 
community:

▶ IE events, 
masterclasses and 
workshops led by 
IE professors

▶ Corporate 
partnerships

▶ Venture Days

▶ Networking 
and social events 
for alumni and 
students

▶ Global Alumni 
Weekends

▶ “Glocal” network

▶ Worldwide 
conferences

▶ Career 
opportunities 
for alumni and 
students

▶ Alumni clubs

66,000+
total alumni 

169
countries 

1,300+
alumni events worldwide

Find us at one of our international offices.
Know more →

https://www.ie.edu/university/admission/ie-international-offices/


WHAT'S LIFE 
LIKE AT  
IE UNIVERSITY

There’s always something 
happening at IE University. 
From business conferences 
to sports games and 
coding competitions, 
you’ll never be lacking in 
opportunities for growth—
and fun!

“IE University 
has provided me 
with the right 
network and 
environment 
to strengthen 
my professional 
potential as an 
entrepreneur 
and architect.

Dana Nayef Alfayez 
Alum. Master in Business for 
Architecture & Design



Area 31
Weekly Venture 
Network event with 
pitches given to 
investors.

 

Exclusive workspace for 
admitted teams

100
Events every year

Venture Days
Event that connects 
the entrepreneurial 
community across all 
continents.

30+
cities around the globe

1,000+ 
startups applied

Venture Lab
Launchpad for 
startups under the 
guidance of industry 
experts.

10
finalists go to the 
Venture Day in Madrid

450+
startups participate 
each year

Know more →

https://www.ie.edu/entrepreneurship/entrepreneurs/


EnlightED
Bringing together 
the most innovative 
startups in education, 
innovation and 
edtech. 

IE Rockets
Residency program to 
build your skills and 
brand in the higher 
education sector.

146
startups applied

$60M 
raised from startups

South Summit
Brings together the most 
innovative startups regardless 
their industry, development 
stage and country

6,700+
CEO / Executives 
participated in our 
latest edition

$4.3B+
raised by former startup 
competition finalists



IE Clubs and Centers

We believe that campus life is just as 
important as academic life. With more than 
120 active student-led clubs on campus 
and online, our students have access to 
countless opportunities to engage with 
a variety of topics and learn beyond the 
classroom.

Club spotlights

IE Out & Allies Club
The IE Out & Allies Club endeavors to broaden 
understanding and support for LGBTQI* populations 
worldwide. This student-led LGBTQI* club organizes 
inclusive, year-round events, which range from 
educational meetups to networking and cocktail 
events to celebrate a break from school. 

The club also proudly organizes the LGBT@Work, the 
longest-running LGBTQI* work conference in Europe, 
and third-largest business school LGBTQI* conference 
in the world. 

Women at IE
At IE University, we strive to maintain and promote 
gender equality both on and off campus. With over 
2,000 members, the IE Women in Business Club was 
created to reduce the obstacles facing women in 
gaining top leadership positions.  

We also work with multiple international women’s 
organizations to provide talented and driven women 
the financial resources required to reach their 
academic and professional goals.

Every year, we celebrate International Women’s Day 
with a week full of events addressing gender equality. 

Women at IE University 
in numbers...

39 %
of our full-time faculty 
are women

48 %
of our students are 
women

56 %
of the scholarships 
offered to master’s 
students are awarded 
to women

7.7 
million
was awarded to women 
pursuing a master’s or 
bachelor's degree in 
2019 

IE Clubs →

https://clubs.ie.edu


IE Center for Diversity in 
Global Management
The IE Center for Diversity in Global Management 
harnesses the power of diversity to help organizations 
become more resilient, efficient and innovative. 

Created in September 2002, the Center is an invaluable 
resource for the IE University community, engaging 
in training, applied research and awareness-raising 
activities, alongside holding networking events to 
foster international debate. 

IE Africa Center
IE Africa Center aims to revolutionize the way the next 
generation of global executives understand African 
innovation—past and present. 

We understand that the intellectual and physical 
contributions of Africa and its people are not only 
central to the modern world as it exists today, but are 
crucial to building a better future.

More IE student clubs:

▶ Net Impact

▶ AI & Big Data

▶ TechIE 

▶ IE Tech Lab 

▶ IE Tech & Innovation 

▶ IE Smart Cities

▶ IE Cybersecurity

▶ IE Blockchain

▶ IE Air & Space 

▶ IE Fintech

▶ IE Coding  

▶ IE Women  
in Business

▶ IE E-Commerce

▶ IE EdTech

and more...

1,500+
annual face-to-face and 
online events

600+
speakers hosted on campus

37,000+
attendees

IE Centers →

https://www.ie.edu/ie-foundation/research/centers/


OUR STUDENTS  
IN NUMBERS

160+ 
nationalities  
on campus

52 % 
male students

48 %
 

female students

 
85 % 
international students

45+
languages spoken  
on campus

7,000+ 
students on campus

100+ 
active clubs on campus

“I think the fact that there 
were only 20 of us and there 
are 17 different nationalities, 
the fact that we got to learn 
so much from different 
cultures, is great. I think I 
learned as much outside as 
inside the classroom.

Manon Germain 
Alum. Master in Talent Development 
& Human Resources



Worldwide
Top MBAs of 
the Decade
International 
MBAP&Q 2020

Worldwide
Master in 
Management

QS 2021

Worldwide
Global MBA

QS 2021

Worldwide
Distance 
Online MBA

QS 2021

Worldwide
Online MBA

Financial Times 2021 

Worldwide
Executive MBA

The Economist WhichMBA 2020

2ND

1ST 5TH

6TH

9TH3RD

OUR RECOGNITION 
& REPUTATION

Pioneers  
in Online MBAs  
since 2001



“IE University is a place where diverse, 
passionate individuals—whether the 
students or the faculty—come together 
in a spirit of curiosity to produce positive, 
high-impact leaders of tomorrow.

Jessica Tollette
Academic Director of the Bachelor in 
Behavior and Social Sciences

WORLDWIDE
ACCREDITATIONS




